
MAIN POINT: 
God created all 

things good. 

UNIT 1   |   SESSION 1

GOD’S CREATION
Genesis 1:1-15

HIS STORY

• How does God as Creator influence the way we understand who He is, 
who we are, and why we obey Him?

• How does the truth that God created all things from nothing increase your 
confidence and trust in Him?

• Where in your life do you wish God would work faster?

• What are some processes God often uses in our lives to mold and shape 
us to look more like Jesus?

• What stands out to you in these verses? Are there any patterns?

• What ideas come to your mind when you think of God’s greatness? Do 
these ideas make you confident or fearful? Why?

• What does “good” mean? Why did God call each step of His creation good?

• Where has God gifted you? What might it mean for you to use your talents 
for God’s mission?

• Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God 
didn’t create?

In Defense

Read other ancient creation accounts and you won’t find anything like the Bible’s. In other accounts, 
the universe comes from something. One of the gods gives birth to the physical universe, or the world 
results as an accidental product of some cosmic battle. In one myth, the human race arises from the 
blood of one of the slain gods. In another, we are created from the remains of a dead sea monster. 
Most of the time, the human race appears to be an accident formed by larger divine forces that did not 
care about our creation or our destiny. Yet, in Genesis, everything started with one God who alone 
created everything out of nothing. He created with intentionality and ease. He took counsel from no 
one, not even the angels, who He also created. It all came from Him, and He made it out of nothing.

FOR STUDENTS



Christ Connection

The apostle John opened up his story of Jesus’ life by connecting Him to the creation story: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. … All things were 
created through him, and apart from him not one thing was created that has been created. In him was 
life, and that life was the light of men” (John 1:1,3-4). Where our lives have been destroyed by sin, 
Jesus Christ—the Word, the Creator—makes all things new. Your life may be the picture of chaos, 
but if Jesus can create everything out of nothing, He can surely re-create everything in you. 

Essential Doctrine

Creation out of Nothing  |  The Bible teaches that God created the universe—all things visible and 
invisible—out of nothing. This is sometimes expressed in the Latin phrase creation ex nihilo. Nothing 
except God Himself existed before He created everything. God alone is eternal; every created thing 
has a beginning. Therefore, the eternal God rules over all of His creation and He alone is worthy 
of worship. Denial of this doctrine has implications for God’s sovereignty over and providence in 
creation. Because God created out of nothing, creation has meaning and purpose and points us to 
the Creator.

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• What does God’s creation of all things tell us about His sovereignty over 
all things?  

• Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we handle 
stress and anxiety?

HEART

• Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? How 
can we avoid this happening to us? 

• What are some aspects of God’s original intended purpose in creation 
that can shape how we see things today?

HANDS 

• What are some ways we can use creation to point others to God? 

• How does knowing that God’s plan of redemption includes the creation 
itself affect the way we view things like littering, recycling, endangered 
species, and the treatment of animals?



UNIT 1   |   SESSION 2

GOD’S GOOD PEOPLE
Genesis 1:26-31; 2:16-18, 21-25

HIS STORY

• What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “created in God’s image”?

• When was the last time you thought of fish, birds, or even worms as living 
creatures that God has entrusted to you to care for?

• What does the fact that humanity alone, and not dogs, eagles, or whales, 
has the created capacity to be in a relationship with God?

• What stands out to you in these verses? Are there any patterns?

• In what ways should your life demonstrate the priority of your relationship 
with God?

• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image 
influence the way we think about others?

• In what ways can you more clearly bear the image of God in your 
relationships with others?

In Defense

What if a book exists that hasn’t just endured the test of a hundred years but of thousands? There are 
countless books written by men and women, but what if we had a book authored by God Himself? 
The beginning line would state... “In the beginning, God…” The Bible opens simply yet dramatically 
as we’re introduced to the greatest reality ever to exist—God. In Genesis 1:1, we meet a God who is 
simply there.

MAIN POINT: 
God created people 

uniquely in His image. 

FOR STUDENTS



Christ Connection

Part of the good news for us is that even though we constantly fail to properly reflect God’s image 
in all that we do, Jesus came to be the perfect image of the invisible God. He is the only One who 
rules wisely over the world. He upholds all things by His power, and all of creation awaits in eager 
anticipation for His return. He is the only One who perfectly relates to God and others and can 
restore our broken relationships with God and others. He not only has a face-to-face relationship 
with God, but His face is the very face of God. And because of Jesus’ good work on our behalf—His 
perfect life, death in our place, and glorious resurrection—we are invited into His rest. No longer 
striving for salvation but resting in His finished work.

Essential Doctrine

Image of God in Humanity  |  The image of God in humanity is understood as mirroring God’s 
attributes in our nature, actions, and relational capacities. In Jesus, we see the true image of God. 
He perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a perfect relationship with the 
Father. The Bible continues to speak of the image of God in humanity even after our fall into sin, even 
though our ability to rightly reflect God has been marred.

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• In what ways do you see the world attempting to redefine what it means 
to be human? 

• Why is it important to note that humanity has a special place among 
creation because we were created in God’s image?

HEART

• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image 
influence the way we feel about others? 

• Why should we be grieved when we see image bearers of God living in a 
way that is contrary to the way God intended?

HANDS 

• How will you begin to treat friends, family members, and even strangers 
differently based upon the truth that they are created in God’s image?

• What are some ways you can begin to reflect God by being a better 
steward of the world He has given us?



UNIT 1   |   SESSION 3

SIN AND GOD’S GOOD NEWS
Genesis 3:1-7,14-21

HIS STORY

• When have you seen people disbelieve what God has clearly said?

• Which of God’s good blessings are you most likely to place above 
God Himself?

• In what areas are you most likely to resist the ways of God and insist on 
your own wisdom?

• According to these verses, what are some devastating consequences that 
result from sin?

• What are some examples of relational conflicts we see in our world? 
Country? Community? School? Home? Why is it that relational conflicts 
can be particularly hurtful to all people, not just the people involved?

• How would you explain to someone that the loss of God’s presence was 
the worst result of humanity’s fall?

• How might one use God’s promise here to dispute the idea that God is a 
God of judgment in the Old Testament and grace in the New Testament? 
What are some other instances in the Old Testament you can point to?

In Defense

Since the KJV translates Genesis 3:5 as “ye shall be as gods,” both Mormons and New Age followers 
have interpreted this to mean that humans have the potential to become gods. In fact, the Book of 
Mormon says Adam needed to commit the first sin in order for humans to become gods in the next 
life. However, Scripture is clear when it says Satan lied in these verses, and even calls him “a liar and 
the father of lies” (John 8:44). Because of their rebellion, Adam and Even only learned the difference 
between good and evil. Rather than earning them godhood, death spread to all people through their 
decisions (Rom. 5:12,16).

MAIN POINT: 
Sin corrupts all 

of creation. 

FOR STUDENTS



Christ Connection

Eve’s promised offspring was Jesus. The first promise of Christ in the entire Bible was recorded in 
Genesis 3:15. As the apostle Paul explained, Jesus was a “second version” of Adam—a truer and 
better Adam (Rom. 5:14). Jesus did what Adam and Eve should have done—He withstood Satan’s 
temptation. Adam and Eve disobeyed God, ate from a tree, and died. Jesus obeyed God by willingly 
dying on a tree for us (Gal. 3:13). He felt the serpent’s bite and the poison of the curse so we could be 
released from both.

Essential Doctrine

Sin as Rebellion  |  Because the Bible portrays people as responsible beings who are called to 
respond in faith and obedience to God’s revelation, sin is often described in terms of defiance and 
rebellion toward God the King. For example, Isaiah described sin as rebellion against God: “I have 
raised children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me” (1:2). Seen in this light, sin is 
personal and willful disobedience, or like raising a clinched fist toward the One who made us.

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• In what areas of life are you tempted to doubt what God has said?

• Take a minute to list different ways you see the brokenness of human 
relationships in our world. How does the gospel provide an answer for 
these realities?

HEART

• What are some examples of movies, music, or television shows where the 
slogan “follow your heart” or “trust in yourself” is communicated?

• Like Adam and Eve, what are some ways we try to cover our sin, rationalize 
it, or shift the blame to someone else?

HANDS 

• How might God use His people in the mission to restore all things 
to Himself? 

• How can you trust in God’s Word this week? How might that affect 
different areas of your life? 



UNIT 1   |   SESSION 4

SIN AND GOD’S GRACE
Genesis 6:5-9,17-22; 9:1,12-15

HIS STORY

• The Bible tells us that God grieved before His judgment took place. What 
does this tell us about His character and how He views sin in our lives?

• How would your attitude toward sin change if you saw it less as breaking 
God’s rules and more as breaking God’s heart?

• What are some things that might grieve God today? In what ways does He 
still show patience to His people?

• Why is it important for us to recognize that God’s grace must precede 
our obedience?

• What lessons can we learn from Noah’s example of faithfulness?

• If living faith means a complete surrender to God, what are some ways 
you are surrendering to God in your own life this week? What areas do you 
need to surrender to Him?

Christ Connection

When you see God’s war bow pointed upward, the parallels with Jesus begin to come into focus. Like 
Noah, Jesus would one day come to be the only righteous man amidst a sea of wickedness. He would 
obey God, even though no one understood Him. Through His obedience, He would provide an ark 
of salvation to all who would receive it. But unlike Noah, Jesus would succeed all the way to the end. 
His life would not end in a drunkenness, but in saying to God, “Not my will, but yours, be done” 
(Luke 22:42).

MAIN POINT: 
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.  FOR STUDENTS



Essential Doctrine

Doctrine Title  |  God’s nature is to delight in giving unmerited favor to those who are undeserving 
(Eph. 2:8-9). His grace toward sinners is found most clearly in the salvation He has provided through 
Christ. Because of sin, humanity is undeserving of salvation—all of us have turned our backs on God, 
and as a result, we deserve death (Rom. 6:23). However, instead of leaving people in their sins, God 
has demonstrated His graciousness by providing atonement and forgiveness for our sins through the 
death and resurrection of Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21).

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• What do you find most difficult about the doctrine of God’s judgment?

• Why is it important to stress both God’s judgment and grace when dealing 
with sin? What would happen if you had one without the other?

HEART

• How would our relationships with others look different if we lived each 
day remembering that God freely decided to show us mercy and love instead 
of judgment?

• Which vulnerable group in society has God given you a passion to love as 
“precious in His sight?”

HANDS 

• What are some positive characteristics of Noah that we can imitate as we 
seek to live on mission for God?

• How has this session challenged you to be more faithful in sharing the 
gospel with others?



UNIT 1   |   SESSION 5

SIN AND GOD’S AUTHORITY
Genesis 11:1-9

HIS STORY

• When might people in today’s culture try to make a name for themselves?

• Worrying too much about grades, regularly posting selfies, and broken 
hearted over not making that team or getting into that college are all 
potential situations when we might be more concerned about our name 
than God’s. What are some additional examples? 

• How might pursuing a bigger platform or a personal brand be the 
equivalent of trying to build our own kingdom?

• Why might it be better for our plans to fail rather than succeed 
without God?

• What personal successes have you experienced in life? Did you take all 
the credit for your success or did you glorify God? Explain. 

• Why is God’s way of making our relationship with Him right again 
through Jesus a better way than trying to get to Him in our own strength 
and effort?

Christ Connection

God confused the language of those who wanted to make a great name for themselves and scattered 
them. God tore down the language barrier at Pentecost so His people would scatter across the world 
and make known the great name of His Son. One day, God will gather together people from every 
tribe and language to worship Him in unity.

MAIN POINT: 
Sin drives people to 

seek greatness for 
themselves instead 

of for God’s glory..FOR STUDENTS



Essential Doctrine

God’s Providence  |  Providence refers to God’s continuing work and involvement in His 
creation. This includes God’s preservation of the created order, His governance, and His care for 
His people (Gen. 8:21-22; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3). Christians believe entire universe is contingent upon 
God, incapable of existing apart from Him. Christians also believe in God’s personal and direct 
intervention in the world—instead of a hands-off approach to creation—which affects the natural 
order and the individuals and events within human history.

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• Where are there “broken towers” in your life?

• What would change if you began to see these areas of disappointment 
and pain as God’s merciful attempts to draw you back to Him?

HEART

• What are some similarities between the people of Genesis 11 and the fall 
of Adam and Eve in Genesis 3?

• Where in your life are you most tempted to live according to the motto, 
“By my will, in my strength, for my glory”? 

HANDS 

• What opportunities has God given me in my neighborhood, school, 
community, and beyond to make God’s name great and proclaim 
His kingdom?

• What steps will I take this week to do that? 



FOR STUDENTS

UNIT 1   |   SESSION 6

SUFFERING AND GOD’S PRESENCE
Job 1:6-12,20-22; 9:14-16,32-35

HIS STORY

• Does it encourage you to know Satan cannot do anything apart from 
God’s divine permission? Why or why not?

• When something goes wrong, what is your immediate reaction?

• What does our response to suffering reveal to others about our faith 
in God?

• Do you think understanding the reasons behind a particular time of 
suffering would help?

• What are some ways God has come near to you during your suffering?

• How encouraging is it to know God is not distant and detached from our 
suffering, but has suffered on our behalf in order to bring us to Himself?

• How has the story of Job connected with you on a personal level? 

Christ Connection

Job yearned for a mediator when he suffered—someone to bring him and God together. We know 
there is one who stands between God and man and pleads for us as a man pleads for his friends. Jesus 
Christ is that man; He is that friend. He said there is no greater love than to give up your life for your 
friend (John 15:13).

MAIN POINT: 
God draws near 

to comfort us 
when we suffer.



Essential Doctrine

God is Immanent  |  When we say that God is immanent, we mean that God is personable and 
relatable to those made in His image, while remaining completely distinct and unique from all of 
His creation. It means that God is not a distant deity (as imagined by the deist) who only sits on His 
heavenly throne with no interaction, but instead, He is a personal God who created people in His 
image to be in personal relationship with Him.

OUR MISSION

HEAD

• How encouraging is it to know that God is near and present even when 
your feelings deceive you into thinking He is not?

• Think back to a season of suffering in your own life. Did God use that 
suffering to lead you into a different kind of relationship with Him? 
Explain.

HEART

• List some ways you have typically responded to suffering in your own life. 
How does Job’s response challenge you personally? 

• How would you explain to someone that God Himself—and not the 
absence of suffering—is what we truly need and long for in life? 

HANDS 

• What are some differences between the way a Christian and non-Christian 
might respond to suffering?

• How can you seek to make much of God this week, especially during those 
moments of personal difficulty and suffering? 


