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In the Beginning
Leader Guide

Intro Options
Unit .01

Session .01

God’s  
Good World

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, 
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface 
of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 
good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he 
called “night.” There was an evening, and there was 
a morning: one day. 6 Then God said, “Let there be 
an expanse between the waters, separating water from 
water.” 7 So God made the expanse and separated 
the water under the expanse from the water above 
the expanse. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse 
“sky.” Evening came and then morning: the second day. 
9 Then God said, “Let the water under the sky be 

gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land “earth,” and 
the gathering of the water he called “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth 
produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and fruit trees 
on the earth bearing fruit with seed in it according to 
their kinds.” And it was so. 12 The earth produced 
vegetation: seed-bearing plants according to their kinds 
and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their 
kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 Evening came 
and then morning: the third day. 14 Then God said, 
“Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate 
the day from the night. They will serve as signs for 
seasons and for days and years. 15 They will be lights 
in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the earth.” 
And it was so.

Scripture

Genesis  
1:1-15

Intro Options

Option 1

Every story has a beginning. The story of the Bible begins with four astounding words: “In the beginning 
God…” (Gen. 1:1). Often, people are tempted to take God’s presence in the beginning for granted and 
fail to recognize the power it implies. In fact, God wasn’t just there at the beginning; He was there before 
the beginning.

Every physical thing in the universe has an origin. That’s as true of you and me as it is of the most 
magnificent stars in the farthest galaxies. Everything that exists once did not. If you were to travel back 
in time, you would reach a point when everything and everyone in existence fade into nothingness.

Everything and everyone, that is, except God. Before the first four words of Genesis 1, before the 
stars filled the night sky, before God breathed life into the dust and made man, God alone was there. 
“In the beginning God…” (Gen. 1:1) is really just another way of saying, “Before the beginning, God 
was there.”

• Both science and the Bible point to a definite beginning of the 
universe. What are some conclusions about God’s nature we can 
draw from His creation of the universe? 

 

Option 2

Some say the beginning is the most important part of any story. A good opening line draws you into 
the words on the page and makes you want to read more. Give students the following examples of good 
opening lines from books or movies:

• “There was a boy called Eustace Clarence Scrubb, and he almost deserved it.”1

• “Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is happy in its own way.”2

• “It was the best of times, it was the wost of times.”3

• “I am an invisible man.”4

Ask students to explain which opening line stands out to them and why. Allow a few minutes for 
discussion and then ask: 

• What is the “opening line” of the Bible? How does it draw you in?    

Main Point:
God created all 

things good.
Remember, this icon means there is a Leader 
Pack item that goes with the lesson. See 
Leader Pack for additional instructions.
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His Story

99 Essential Doctrines (p. 8, DDG)

Creation out of Nothing
The Bible teaches that God created the universe—all things visible and invisible—out 
of nothing. This is sometimes expressed in the Latin phrase creation ex nihilo. Nothing 
except God Himself existed before He created everything. God alone is eternal; every 
created thing has a beginning. Therefore, the eternal God rules over all of His creation 
and He alone is worthy of worship. Denial of this doctrine has implications for God’s 
sovereignty over and providence in creation. Because God created out of nothing, 
creation has meaning and purpose and points us to the Creator.

Every world religion (and every individual in the world) has an idea of how the universe came to be. But this particular 
creation account stands out in one major way: God created everything out of nothing. 

Read Genesis 1:1-2.

The phrase scholars often use for creation from nothing is creation ex nihilo, or out of nothing. God didn’t start 
with any raw materials when He created. He wasn’t just the master Shaper or chief Designer of the universe—in every 
way, He was the Creator.

• How does God as Creator influence the way we understand who He is, who 
we are, and why we obey Him?

• How does the truth that God created all things from nothing increase your 
confidence and trust in Him?

When God created everything, He began with a formless void and shaped it with His Word. In the same way, our 
lives are formless and void until Jesus comes in to bring life, peace, beauty, and order. Coming to God changes us 
deeply and eternally. By starting with chaos and darkness, God gave us a template for how He works in the world. 
He’s powerful enough to create in an instant, but He most often uses a process.

• Where in your life do you wish God would work faster?

• What are some processes God often uses in our lives and shape us to look 
more like Jesus?

God’s story started out with a description of the universe and all that exists being formed out of nothing by a personal 
and sovereign God. The universe isn’t eternal (even modern day science supports this), and it did not begin to exist 
because of other natural causes interacting in various ways. Getting this right is important: An impersonal force and 
a personal being are two very different starting points for creation. 

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

Genesis 1:1-2

1:1. This opening verse of the Bible—seven words in Hebrew—establishes seven key truths upon which the rest of the 
Bible is based. The essential first step in pleasing God is recognizing His existence (Heb. 11:6). Second, we must realize 
God existed before there was a universe and will exist after He restores the universe from it original corruption into sin 
(Heb. 1:10-12). Third, God is the main character in the Bible. He is the subject of the first verb in the Bible (in fact, 
He is the subject of more verbs than any other character) and performs a wider variety of activities than any other being 
in the Bible. Fourth, as Creator, God has done what no human being could ever do. In its active form the Hebrew verb 
bara’, meaning to create, never has a human subject. In other words, bara’ indicates a work that is uniquely God’s. 
Fifth, God is mysterious. Though the Hebrew word here for God is plural, the verb form of which God is the subject 
is singular. This may be a subtle allusion to God’s Trinitarian nature: He is three divine Persons in one divine essence. 
Sixth, God is the Creator of heaven and earth. He doesn’t just modify pre-existing matter but calls matter into being out 
of nothing (Ps. 33:6,9; Heb. 11:3). Lastly, God is not dependent on the universe, but the universe is totally dependent 
on God (Heb. 1:3).

1:2. The creation account raises many questions about the age of the earth, the timeline of creation, and the possibility 
of evolution—not to mention the ever-popular question about dinosaurs. Many Christians become passionate when 
discussing the finer details of these issues, assuming that anyone who disagrees with their stance is intellectually naïve 
or not aligned with Scripture.

While the finer details of these discussions do matter, we need to consider a broader question as we study the creation 
account in Genesis: Why was this passage written? When we interpret a passage of Scripture, the “why” question 
cannot be avoided. It seems rather obvious that the author of Genesis—under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit—
wasn’t focused on answering many of the questions we try to force on the text. The notion that God created is most 
important, not necessarily how long He created or how He went about it beyond the power of His spoken word.

COMMENTARY

In Defense (p. 10, DDG)

Read other ancient creation accounts and you won’t find anything like the Bible’s. In other 
accounts, the universe comes from something. One of the gods gives birth to the physical 
universe, or the world results as an accidental product of some cosmic battle. In one myth, 
the human race arises from the blood of one of the slain gods. In another, we are created 
from the remains of a dead sea monster. Most of the time, the human race appears to be 
an accident formed by larger divine forces that did not care about our creation or our 
destiny. Yet, in Genesis, everything started with one God who alone created everything out 
of nothing. He created with intentionality and ease. He took counsel from no one, not even 
the angels, who He also created. It all came from Him, and He made it out of nothing.

Main Point:
God created all 

things good.
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His Story 

Read Genesis 1:3-13.

• What stands out to you in these verses? Are there any patterns?  

The God who created such an immense universe and intimately knows every millimeter of it can’t be thought of as 
simply “big.” None of our words—not big, great, wonderful, amazing—could possibly come close to expressing the 
magnitude and power of a God who could simply say, “Let there be …” and suddenly, everything is.

• What ideas come to mind when you think of God’s greatness? Do these ideas 
inspire confidence or fear? Why?

The author of Genesis 1 didn’t just want us to see the greatness of God’s creation; he wanted us to see the goodness of 
it. Creation’s goodness is an overflow of God’s goodness. This is evident in the repeated phrase throughout Genesis 1: 
“God saw that it was good.” In saying that creation is good, then, we are really saying that God is good. Still, it’s more 
than that—we are making a claim about the nature of the created universe and our role within it.

• What does “good” mean? Why did God call each step of His creation good?

Even in creating a good world, God still created a world intended for change. God chose to create a good world where 
humans would work with His creation to make it even better. Thus, even though God is completely perfect and 
cannot be improved upon, He designed a universe and world that could. Good can be improved upon; perfect cannot.

God created the world raw, in a good state so we could cultivate it for His glory and others’ good. Adam and Eve 
were only the first people God expected to take the raw materials of His creation and cultivate them, but it’s a cultural 
mandate all humans share.

Think about it this way: Contractors use sand and cement (raw materials) to create buildings. Artists arrange color 
and music (raw materials) into works of art. Writers mold words and ideas (raw materials) into great stories. 

God created each person with a specific design, like He did with the sky, earth, and sea. Unlike those created things, 
human beings are given the charge to cultivate, modify, and grow. Wherever we are, we should ask how we can glorify 
God by using the raw materials of His creation for His mission.

• Where has God gifted you? What might it look like for you to use your talents 
for God’s mission?

• Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God 
didn’t create?

TEACHING PLAN
Genesis 1:3-13

1:3-13. Creation’s purpose and design is to declare God’s glory and proclaim the work of His hands and to reveal 
things about God that are invisible to us, such as His eternal power and divine nature (Ps. 19:1; Rom. 1:20). Because 
of creation, we can see and understand these things.

Think about it this way: If someone you had never met walked into the room, you would still know certain truths 
about him before he even spoke. Without him actually “revealing” himself to us by speaking, we could look at him 
and make some accurate, general statements about him. Based on appearances, we might say he is approximately 
six feet tall, 180 pounds, strong, has brown hair and brown eyes, and is athletic. From appearances alone, your 
observations would be general, but still true. 

But for us to really know this person—to know his thoughts, character, intentions, and will—he would need to speak 
to us. He would need to tell us his likes/dislikes, his family background, his life experiences, and so on. In other 
words, he would need to speak.

In Genesis, the God of this universe began the good work of revealing Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, 
allowing humanity to know things about the Creator just by looking at creation much like an artist leaves fingerprints 
on a work of art. He could have left us with this general knowledge. He didn’t have to speak or make Himself known, 
but He did and still does. In fact, one of God’s greatest acts of mercy toward the world and people is that He has 
spoken through His Son.

Jesus, the true Word of God, is the only force in the universe that keeps creation from unraveling. For example, this 
is evident in the plagues God sent to Egypt in the Exodus. Moses gave a word from God directly for Pharaoh, and 
when Pharaoh rejected it, the plagues began. At first glance, the plagues may seem like random cosmic punishments. 
In reality, they follow a pattern of creation unraveling: the Nile turned to blood, which destroyed the ecosystem; out 
of the Nile came frogs; from the dead frogs came gnats; from the gnats came disease. When God’s Word is rejected, 
order becomes disorder, light becomes literal darkness, and goodness becomes terror.

(p. 9, DDG)  Christ Connection

The apostle John opened up his story of Jesus’ life by connecting Him to the 
creation story: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. … All things were created through him, and apart from 
him not one thing was created that has been created. In him was life, and that life 
was the light of men” (John 1:1,3-4). Where our lives have been destroyed by sin, 
Jesus Christ—the Word, the Creator—makes all things new. Your life may be the 
picture of chaos, but if Jesus can create everything out of nothing, He can surely 
re-create everything in you. 

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God created all 
things good.
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• Watch the teaching tip video for each session at ministrygrid.com/gospelproject.
• Read through the main passage of Scripture listed on the opening page of each session. 
• Study the His Story section, focusing on which aspects of the study you will cover during 

group time. 
• Decide which Intro Option to use to start the lesson.
• Check each session for a pack item list or description. 

The opening pages of each session contain the focal passages of Scripture 
covered, the main point to be emphasized throughout the session, and 
two introductory options to help get the session started.

These four pages contain the main teaching material for each session. 
This section follows the storyline of the Bible, focusing on what God 
has done in redemptive history throughout the pages of Scripture. It’s 
important to study this section and decide beforehand which parts of the 
material to emphasize to students to support the main idea of the session. 
In addition, these pages also contain discussion questions for your group 
time. Most of these questions will be observational or personal response 
type questions; for those that are not, the surrounding paragraphs in the 
Teaching Plan and Commentary can provide suggested answers. 

The His Story section is divided into two parts: the Teaching Plan  
(left side) and the Commentary (right side). 

• The Teaching Plan is designed to help you lead the session material, 
providing biblical content and instructions for when to read the 
biblical passages and ask related questions. 

• The Commentary is additional material that complements The 
Teaching Plan. The material found on this page will give you 
additional insight into the biblical text and help you better prepare 
to lead each session. However, leaders must decide how to use the 
content here during group time. 

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  2



Student Devotions

Our Mission God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

What does God’s creation of all things tell us about His sovereignty over all things?  

Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we handle stress 
and anxiety? 

Heart

Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? How can we 
avoid this happening to us? 

What are some aspects of God’s original intended purpose in creation that can 
shape how we see things today? 

Hands

What are some ways we can use creation to point others to God?  

How does knowing that God’s plan of redemption includes the creation itself 
affect the way we view things like littering, recycling, endangered species, and the 
treatment of animals? 

Our Mission 

Head

Take a minute to think about God’s creative power, particularly the stars. Astronomers estimate that there are about 100 
million stars our galaxy and about 10,000 galaxies in the observable universe. When scientists multiplied these numbers 
together, they got a 1 followed by 24 zeroes, or a number that looks like this: 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.5 
God spoke each of these stars into existence with a single word, and God knows the name of each star (Isa. 40:26). 

In light of God’s power and creation of the universe, we see that He is in control of all aspects of creation—from the 
smallest particle to the millions of living creatures on our planet. The conclusion we should draw is that if God is in 
control over all things—big and small—then He is even in control over the things in our lives that are beyond our 
control. Not only that, but knowing that God is good and sovereign should humble us, comfort our hearts, and give 
us the peace to go through life trusting in His wisdom to work all things for our ultimate good.

Heart

Creation was created “good.” This means sunsets, waterfalls, stars, mountains, oceans, plants, animals, food, 
relationships, and a billion other things were all created “good” for God’s glory and our enjoyment. Yes, eventually 
the fall happened and all things were corrupted, but even after the fall, we can recognize the goodness of God’s 
original design and purpose. 

One of the benefits of looking at God’s original design and purpose is to protect our hearts from idolizing any part of 
creation. Yes, we can and should enjoy God’s creation in the way He originally intended, but we also need to be on 
the lookout from allowing God’s good gifts to become heart idols. Heart idols are things we end up cherishing more 
than God Himself. It is loving the gift more than the giver. Heart idols can be found in a love for almost anything, 
such as hobbies, accomplishments, relationships, and so on.

Hands

We learn from this session not only that God created everything out of nothing, but also that His creation was 
“good.” In the next session we will learn more specifically about our role and responsibility as image-bearers to the 
rest of creation, but it is worth pointing out now that even from Genesis 1 we can gain insight about how we should 
both view and treat creation. Because God created things good and filled creation with purpose and design, we too 
should approach and treat creation in a similar way. For instance, we should seek to take care of creation, knowing 
that the world we live in has a special place in God’s plan.  

Main Point:
God created all 

things good.
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The Our Mission section is designed to show how God’s Story connects 
with our own stories today. It is here we will see how the biblical storyline 
for each session challenges the ways we think, feel, and live from day to day. 
While this certainly happens on an individual level, we do want to stress 
to students that this calling and mission to live differently is something all 
Christians share and pursue in common. Potential answers to the questions 
located here can be found on the right hand side of the page.  

Students remember 30 percent of what they hear and 70 percent of what they 
say and write. In an effort to get students more involved in the biblical storyline 
of Scripture, and in their own personal discipleship, we have included five 
days of devotions following each session in the Daily Discipleship Guide. 
As a leader, emphasize weekly how important it is for students to read these 
devotions and develop the spiritual discipline of being personally in the Word 
of God. These devotions will not only help fill-in the gaps of the biblical 
storyline not covered in the material, but they will also equip students to 
rightly handle the Word of truth by providing simple techniques to studying 
the Bible as illustrated by the 7 Arrows. 

• The His Story section also includes other key components unique to The Gospel Project, such as the Christ Connection, 99 
Essential Doctrines, and In Defense materials, all of which will also be included in the Daily Discipleship Guide. There are 
icons strategically located throughout the Leader Guide Teaching Plan that would naturally provide an easy transition and 
opportunity to talk through these key components: 

Each session will contain a direct look at how the content studied connects with Christ, emphasizing to students how all of 
Scripture points to Him. 

Throughout the course of the three-year study, students will be exposed to 99 essential doctrines. Each session will contain an 
essential doctrine that directly relates to the Bible study material, for the purpose of developing a student’s biblical worldview.

This section will bring up any apologetic related issues to the text studied in each session. This is designed to bring greater 
clarity about a specific part of the text, answer tough questions raised by skeptics, and to help students be able to better 
defend their beliefs. Unlike the other two sections, the In Defense section won’t be included in every session, but only when 
apologetics issues are raised. 

Christ  
Connection

99 Essential  
Doctrines

In  
Defense

Leader Pack
The Leader Pack provides additional ways to make the session interactive 
with PowerPoint templates, posters, and other additional resources to 
support both leader preparation and group time. To identify when to use 
each item, look for the Leader Pack icon in each session. 
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Then beginning with Moses and all the 

Prophets, he interpreted for them the things 

concerning himself in all the Scriptures.

Luke 24:27
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Andy McLean
Editor

The Gospel Project  
for Students

Every great story has a great beginning—one that introduces the main 
characters, their lives, and eventually a conflict that they must overcome 
to experience resolution in the end. This is a common form of storytelling, 
and is often used in the movies and TV shows we see today. Of course, 
the American entertainment industry didn’t invent this pattern of telling 
stories. The Bible recounts stories and historical events in a similar way. 
And maybe nowhere is this clearer than in the Book of Genesis. 

The Book of Genesis opens by introducing us to the main character, 
God the Creator. Genesis sets the scene as we see God the Creator speak 
things into existence and form other characters in His story who bear His 
image: humans. We learn a lot in the opening chapters as God designed 
and fine-tuned the world He made so humanity could live and flourish 
by reflecting the divine image. And we learn God’s original creation and 
design of things was not only good, but also very good!

The early chapters of Genesis also introduced the conflict—humanity’s fall 
into sin. Yet the conflict wasn’t one like in movies or TV shows today, where 
the characters have to overcome their predicament in their own strength or 
through their own wit. No, in this story, humanity was completely unable 
to change their sinful hearts apart from the grace of God. Even though the 
story could have ended with Adam and Eve’s fall in Genesis 3, it didn’t. 
God the Creator became God the Redeemer as He set in motion a plan to 
save humanity. The Book of Genesis tells the beginning of this rescue plan, 
of our rescue plan.

From the Editor
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Under God: A Christian Hope for American Politics (2015). Chris has the joy of being 
married to the love of his life, Jenn, and being the father of two eminently adorable 
littles—Lottie and Teddy.

Mary Jo Sharp (unit 2, session 4; unit 3, sessions 1-3) is an assistant 
professor of apologetics at Houston Baptist University and the founder and director of 
Confident Christianity, a non-profit apologetics ministry. She is an itinerant speaker 
on apologetics throughout North America and has engaged in formal debates on Islam. 
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Unit .01

Session .01

God’s  
Good World

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and 
the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, 
darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, 
and the Spirit of God was hovering over the surface 
of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” 
and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 
good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 
5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he 
called “night.” There was an evening, and there was 
a morning: one day. 6 Then God said, “Let there be 
an expanse between the waters, separating water from 
water.” 7 So God made the expanse and separated 
the water under the expanse from the water above 
the expanse. And it was so. 8 God called the expanse 
“sky.” Evening came and then morning: the second day. 
9 Then God said, “Let the water under the sky be 

gathered into one place, and let the dry land appear.” 
And it was so. 10 God called the dry land “earth,” and 
the gathering of the water he called “seas.” And God 
saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth 
produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants and fruit trees 
on the earth bearing fruit with seed in it according to 
their kinds.” And it was so. 12 The earth produced 
vegetation: seed-bearing plants according to their kinds 
and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their 
kinds. And God saw that it was good. 13 Evening came 
and then morning: the third day. 14 Then God said, 
“Let there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate 
the day from the night. They will serve as signs for 
seasons and for days and years. 15 They will be lights 
in the expanse of the sky to provide light on the earth.” 
And it was so.

Scripture

Genesis  
1:1-15
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Unit .01

Session .01

God’s  
Good World

Intro Options
Main Point:

God created all 
things good.

Option 1

Every story has a beginning. The story of the Bible begins with four astounding words: “In the beginning 
God…” (Gen. 1:1). Often, people are tempted to take God’s presence in the beginning for granted and 
fail to recognize the power it implies. In fact, God wasn’t just there at the beginning; He was there before 
the beginning.

Every physical thing in the universe has an origin. That’s as true of you and me as it is of the most 
magnificent stars in the farthest galaxies. Everything that exists once did not. If you were to travel back 
in time, you would reach a point when everything and everyone in existence fade into nothingness.

Everything and everyone, that is, except God. Before the first four words of Genesis 1, before the 
stars filled the night sky, before God breathed life into the dust and made man, God alone was there. 
“In the beginning God…” (Gen. 1:1) is really just another way of saying, “Before the beginning, God 
was there.”

• Both science and the Bible point to a definite beginning of the 
universe. What are some conclusions about God’s nature we can 
draw from His creation of the universe? 

 

Option 2

Some say the beginning is the most important part of any story. A good opening line draws you into 
the words on the page and makes you want to read more. Give students the following examples of good 
opening lines from books or movies:

• “There was a boy called Eustace Clarence Scrubb, and he almost deserved it.”1

• “Happy families are all alike; every unhappy family is happy in its own way.”2

• “It was the best of times, it was the wost of times.”3

• “I am an invisible man.”4

Ask students to explain which opening line stands out to them and why. Allow a few minutes for 
discussion and then ask: 

• What is the “opening line” of the Bible? How does it draw you in?    

Remember, this icon means there is a Leader 
Pack item that goes with the lesson. See 
Leader Pack for additional instructions.
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 8, DDG)

Creation out of Nothing
The Bible teaches that God created the universe—all things visible and invisible—out 
of nothing. This is sometimes expressed in the Latin phrase creation ex nihilo. Nothing 
except God Himself existed before He created everything. God alone is eternal; every 
created thing has a beginning. Therefore, the eternal God rules over all of His creation 
and He alone is worthy of worship. Denial of this doctrine has implications for God’s 
sovereignty over and providence in creation. Because God created out of nothing, 
creation has meaning and purpose and points us to the Creator.

Every world religion (and every individual in the world) has an idea of how the universe came to be. But this particular 
creation account stands out in one major way: God created everything out of nothing. 

Read Genesis 1:1-2.

The phrase scholars often use for creation from nothing is creation ex nihilo, or out of nothing. God didn’t start 
with any raw materials when He created. He wasn’t just the master Shaper or chief Designer of the universe—in every 
way, He was the Creator.

• How does God as Creator influence the way we understand who He is, who 
we are, and why we obey Him?

• How does the truth that God created all things from nothing increase your 
confidence and trust in Him?

When God created everything, He began with a formless void and shaped it with His Word. In the same way, our 
lives are formless and void until Jesus comes in to bring life, peace, beauty, and order. Coming to God changes us 
deeply and eternally. By starting with chaos and darkness, God gave us a template for how He works in the world. 
He’s powerful enough to create in an instant, but He most often uses a process.

• Where in your life do you wish God would work faster?

• What are some processes God often uses in our lives and shape us to look 
more like Jesus?

God’s story started out with a description of the universe and all that exists being formed out of nothing by a personal 
and sovereign God. The universe isn’t eternal (even modern day science supports this), and it did not begin to exist 
because of other natural causes interacting in various ways. Getting this right is important: An impersonal force and 
a personal being are two very different starting points for creation. 

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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Genesis 1:1-2

1:1. This opening verse of the Bible—seven words in Hebrew—establishes seven key truths upon which the rest of the 
Bible is based. The essential first step in pleasing God is recognizing His existence (Heb. 11:6). Second, we must realize 
God existed before there was a universe and will exist after He restores the universe from it original corruption into sin 
(Heb. 1:10-12). Third, God is the main character in the Bible. He is the subject of the first verb in the Bible (in fact, 
He is the subject of more verbs than any other character) and performs a wider variety of activities than any other being 
in the Bible. Fourth, as Creator, God has done what no human being could ever do. In its active form the Hebrew verb 
bara’, meaning to create, never has a human subject. In other words, bara’ indicates a work that is uniquely God’s. 
Fifth, God is mysterious. Though the Hebrew word here for God is plural, the verb form of which God is the subject 
is singular. This may be a subtle allusion to God’s Trinitarian nature: He is three divine Persons in one divine essence. 
Sixth, God is the Creator of heaven and earth. He doesn’t just modify pre-existing matter but calls matter into being out 
of nothing (Ps. 33:6,9; Heb. 11:3). Lastly, God is not dependent on the universe, but the universe is totally dependent 
on God (Heb. 1:3).

1:2. The creation account raises many questions about the age of the earth, the timeline of creation, and the 
possibility of evolution—not to mention the ever-popular question about dinosaurs. Many Christians become 
passionate when discussing the finer details of these issues, assuming that anyone who disagrees with their stance is 
intellectually naïve or not aligned with Scripture.

While the finer details of these discussions do matter, we need to consider a broader question as we study the creation 
account in Genesis: Why was this passage written? When we interpret a passage of Scripture, the “why” question 
cannot be avoided. It seems rather obvious that the author of Genesis—under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit—
wasn’t focused on answering many of the questions we try to force on the text. The notion that God created is most 
important, not necessarily how long He created or how He went about it beyond the power of His spoken word.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God created all 
things good.

In Defense (p. 10, DDG)

Read other ancient creation accounts and you won’t find anything like the Bible’s. In other 
accounts, the universe comes from something. One of the gods gives birth to the physical 
universe, or the world results as an accidental product of some cosmic battle. In one myth, 
the human race arises from the blood of one of the slain gods. In another, we are created 
from the remains of a dead sea monster. Most of the time, the human race appears to be 
an accident formed by larger divine forces that did not care about our creation or our 
destiny. Yet, in Genesis, everything started with one God who alone created everything out 
of nothing. He created with intentionality and ease. He took counsel from no one, not even 
the angels, who He also created. It all came from Him, and He made it out of nothing.
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Read Genesis 1:3-13.

• What stands out to you in these verses? Are there any patterns?  

The God who created such an immense universe and intimately knows every millimeter of it can’t be thought of as 
simply “big.” None of our words—not big, great, wonderful, amazing—could possibly come close to expressing the 
magnitude and power of a God who could simply say, “Let there be …” and suddenly, everything is.

• What ideas come to mind when you think of God’s greatness? Do these ideas 
inspire confidence or fear? Why?

The author of Genesis 1 didn’t just want us to see the greatness of God’s creation; he wanted us to see the goodness of 
it. Creation’s goodness is an overflow of God’s goodness. This is evident in the repeated phrase throughout Genesis 1: 
“God saw that it was good.” In saying that creation is good, then, we are really saying that God is good. Still, it’s more 
than that—we are making a claim about the nature of the created universe and our role within it.

• What does “good” mean? Why did God call each step of His creation good?

Even in creating a good world, God still created a world intended for change. God chose to create a good world where 
humans would work with His creation to make it even better. Thus, even though God is completely perfect and 
cannot be improved upon, He designed a universe and world that could. Good can be improved upon; perfect cannot.

God created the world raw, in a good state so we could cultivate it for His glory and others’ good. Adam and Eve 
were only the first people God expected to take the raw materials of His creation and cultivate them, but it’s a cultural 
mandate all humans share.

Think about it this way: Contractors use sand and cement (raw materials) to create buildings. Artists arrange color 
and music (raw materials) into works of art. Writers mold words and ideas (raw materials) into great stories. 

God created each person with a specific design, like He did with the sky, earth, and sea. Unlike those created things, 
human beings are given the charge to cultivate, modify, and grow. Wherever we are, we should ask how we can glorify 
God by using the raw materials of His creation for His mission.

• Where has God gifted you? What might it look like for you to use your talents 
for God’s mission?

• Why is belief in creation important? What are the implications if God 
didn’t create?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 9, DDG)  Christ Connection

The apostle John opened up his story of Jesus’ life by connecting Him to the 
creation story: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. … All things were created through him, and apart from 
him not one thing was created that has been created. In him was life, and that life 
was the light of men” (John 1:1,3-4). Where our lives have been destroyed by sin, 
Jesus Christ—the Word, the Creator—makes all things new. Your life may be the 
picture of chaos, but if Jesus can create everything out of nothing, He can surely 
re-create everything in you. 
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Genesis 1:3-13

1:3-13. Creation’s purpose and design is to declare God’s glory and proclaim the work of His hands and to reveal 
things about God that are invisible to us, such as His eternal power and divine nature (Ps. 19:1; Rom. 1:20). Because 
of creation, we can see and understand these things.

Think about it this way: If someone you had never met walked into the room, you would still know certain truths 
about him before he even spoke. Without him actually “revealing” himself to us by speaking, we could look at him 
and make some accurate, general statements about him. Based on appearances, we might say he is approximately 
six feet tall, 180 pounds, strong, has brown hair and brown eyes, and is athletic. From appearances alone, your 
observations would be general, but still true. 

But for us to really know this person—to know his thoughts, character, intentions, and will—he would need to speak 
to us. He would need to tell us his likes/dislikes, his family background, his life experiences, and so on. In other 
words, he would need to speak.

In Genesis, the God of this universe began the good work of revealing Himself. He reveals Himself in His creation, 
allowing humanity to know things about the Creator just by looking at creation much like an artist leaves fingerprints 
on a work of art. He could have left us with this general knowledge. He didn’t have to speak or make Himself known, 
but He did and still does. In fact, one of God’s greatest acts of mercy toward the world and people is that He has 
spoken through His Son.

Jesus, the true Word of God, is the only force in the universe that keeps creation from unraveling. For example, this 
is evident in the plagues God sent to Egypt in the Exodus. Moses gave a word from God directly for Pharaoh, and 
when Pharaoh rejected it, the plagues began. At first glance, the plagues may seem like random cosmic punishments. 
In reality, they follow a pattern of creation unraveling: the Nile turned to blood, which destroyed the ecosystem; out 
of the Nile came frogs; from the dead frogs came gnats; from the gnats came disease. When God’s Word is rejected, 
order becomes disorder, light becomes literal darkness, and goodness becomes terror.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God created all 
things good.

(p. 9, DDG)  Christ Connection

The apostle John opened up his story of Jesus’ life by connecting Him to the 
creation story: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. … All things were created through him, and apart from 
him not one thing was created that has been created. In him was life, and that life 
was the light of men” (John 1:1,3-4). Where our lives have been destroyed by sin, 
Jesus Christ—the Word, the Creator—makes all things new. Your life may be the 
picture of chaos, but if Jesus can create everything out of nothing, He can surely 
re-create everything in you. 
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

What does God’s creation of all things tell us about His sovereignty over all things?  

Why should belief in the sovereignty of God change the way we handle stress 
and anxiety? 

Heart

Is it possible for our hearts to idolize parts of creation? If so, how? How can we 
avoid this happening to us? 

What are some aspects of God’s original intended purpose in creation that can 
shape how we see things today? 

Hands

What are some ways we can use creation to point others to God?  

How does knowing that God’s plan of redemption includes the creation itself 
affect the way we view things like littering, recycling, endangered species, and the 
treatment of animals? 

Our Mission 
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Head

Take a minute to think about God’s creative power, particularly the stars. Astronomers estimate that there are about 100 
million stars our galaxy and about 10,000 galaxies in the observable universe. When scientists multiplied these numbers 
together, they got a 1 followed by 24 zeroes, or a number that looks like this: 1,000,000,000,000,000,000,000,000.5 
God spoke each of these stars into existence with a single word, and God knows the name of each star (Isa. 40:26). 

In light of God’s power and creation of the universe, we see that He is in control of all aspects of creation—from the 
smallest particle to the millions of living creatures on our planet. The conclusion we should draw is that if God is in 
control over all things—big and small—then He is even in control over the things in our lives that are beyond our 
control. Not only that, but knowing that God is good and sovereign should humble us, comfort our hearts, and give 
us the peace to go through life trusting in His wisdom to work all things for our ultimate good.

Heart

Creation was created “good.” This means sunsets, waterfalls, stars, mountains, oceans, plants, animals, food, 
relationships, and a billion other things were all created “good” for God’s glory and our enjoyment. Yes, eventually 
the fall happened and all things were corrupted, but even after the fall, we can recognize the goodness of God’s 
original design and purpose. 

One of the benefits of looking at God’s original design and purpose is to protect our hearts from idolizing any part of 
creation. Yes, we can and should enjoy God’s creation in the way He originally intended, but we also need to be on 
the lookout from allowing God’s good gifts to become heart idols. Heart idols are things we end up cherishing more 
than God Himself. It is loving the gift more than the giver. Heart idols can be found in a love for almost anything, 
such as hobbies, accomplishments, relationships, and so on.

Hands

We learn from this session not only that God created everything out of nothing, but also that His creation was 
“good.” In the next session we will learn more specifically about our role and responsibility as image-bearers to the 
rest of creation, but it is worth pointing out now that even from Genesis 1 we can gain insight about how we should 
both view and treat creation. Because God created things good and filled creation with purpose and design, we too 
should approach and treat creation in a similar way. For instance, we should seek to take care of creation, knowing 
that the world we live in has a special place in God’s plan.  

Main Point:
God created all 

things good.
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Unit .01

Session .02

God’s Good 
People

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, 
according to our likeness. They will rule the fish of 
the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole 
earth, and the creatures that crawl on the earth.” 27 So 
God created man in his own image; he created him in 
the image of God; he created them male and female. 
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be 
fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the 
fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every creature 
that crawls on the earth.” 29 God also said, “Look, I 
have given you every seed-bearing plant on the surface 
of the entire earth and every tree whose fruit contains 
seed. This will be food for you, 30 for all the wildlife 
of the earth, for every bird of the sky, and for every 
creature that crawls on the earth—everything having 
the breath of life in it—I have given every green plant 
for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that he had 
made, and it was very good indeed. Evening came and 

then morning: the sixth day. … 16 And the Lord God 
commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any 
tree of the garden, 17 but you must not eat from the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the day 
you eat from it, you will certainly die.” 18 Then the 
Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. 
I will make a helper corresponding to him.” … 21 So 
the Lord God caused a deep sleep to come over the 
man, and he slept. God took one of his ribs and closed 
the flesh at that place. 22 Then the Lord God made 
the rib he had taken from the man into a woman and 
brought her to the man. 23 And the man said: This 
one, at last, is bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh; 
this one will be called “woman,” for she was taken 
from man. 24 This is why a man leaves his father and 
mother and bonds with his wife, and they become one 
flesh. 25 Both the man and his wife were naked, yet 
felt no shame.

Scripture

Genesis 1:26-31;  
2:16-18,21-25
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Unit .01

Session .02

God’s Good 
People

Option 1

A few years ago there was a story in the newspaper about a man who might have had the worst day 
ever. While his wife was delivering their fifth child, the man sold an old ring box. The problem was 
that his wife’s fingers had swollen during her pregnancy so she had placed her wedding ring inside the 
box. Without knowing it, the man sold the box—and the $22,000 ring tucked away in it—for what he 
thought was a fair price: $10. 

While not many of us have given away a $22,000 ring, at one time or another we have made the 
same type of mistake: We have greatly misunderstood and undervalued something. Maybe it was a 
family heirloom that you just thought was just an old trinket. Maybe it was a piece of jewelry you didn’t 
know was made out of gold. Or maybe it was an old gaming system that you didn’t realize was vintage 
and worth some money. Whatever it was, we assessed its value only to find out later that we really 
underestimated it. 

• When have you underestimated something? What happened? 
 

Option 2

Prior to the session, attach a large sheet of paper to a focal wall and label it Relationships. As students 
arrive, provide markers and direct them to write out or illustrate various relationships that impact 
their lives.

After students have had a chance to record their responses, review the relationships listed. Call for 
clarification if needed. Follow up by asking the following questions:

• How would you describe the importance of these relationships in 
your life? Of the relationships listed, which are the most important 
to you? Why?

After students have had time to answer, attach another large, blank sheet of paper over the first. Then, 
ask the following question:

• What impact would it have on your life if these relationships did not 
exist? Explain.

Intro Options
Main Point:

God created people 
uniquely in His Image.
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 16, DDG)

Image of God in Humanity
The image of God in humanity is understood as mirroring God’s attributes in our 
nature, actions, and relational capacities. In Jesus, we see the true image of God. He 
perfectly mirrors God’s attributes, fulfills God’s will, and enjoys a perfect relationship 
with the Father. The Bible continues to speak of the image of God in humanity even 
after our fall into sin, even though our ability to rightly reflect God has been marred.

In the previous session, we traced the first five-and-a-half days of creation, seeing that God created everything good 
for His Son. Our story picks up where we left off, moving toward the climactic scene where God created something 
in a new and unique way: humanity. Mankind was created in God’s image, a characteristic unique from all other 
parts of creation. 

• What comes to mind when you hear the phrase “created in God’s image”?

Read Genesis 1:26-31.

What may be the greatest barrier to understanding our humanity comes from the fact that we assume we know what 
it means to be human. Who can understand humanity better than us, right? But that’s the problem. Just because we 
are humans does not mean we understand what is at the core of humanity or that we are in the position to determine 
what gives us the value, purpose, and meaning we long for. Only God can do that, and we find out what it means to 
be human in these verses. 

On the sixth day of creation, God’s language changed. The details increased, and the Bible gives an explanation of 
not just what God created, but why. 

Part of what it means to be created in God’s image has to do with the fact that God has created us with the unique 
capacity to join Him as co-stewards of creation. We know that God is sovereign over all of His creation and doesn’t 
require any help from anyone or anything, and yet in this chapter He created humans to join Him in His ruling 
efforts over the created order. God has singled out humanity for this task and placed us above all other creatures 
(Ps. 8:3-8). Because God values human life and sets it apart from all other life, we should do the same (Gen. 9:5-6). 
God has placed us as stewards over all creation and our rule should reflect its value, and more importantly the value of 
its Creator. The greatest way we bear the image of God is by valuing humanity, the pinnacle of His creation. Our rule 
over creation should be marked by a deep, unwavering regard for humanity, knowing that people of every tongue, 
tribe, and nation bear the image of God.

• When was the last time you thought of fish, birds, or even worms as living 
creatures that God has entrusted to you to care for?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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Genesis 1:26-31

When we talk about being created in God’s image, most people assume this means God must look like us in a 
physical sense—He must have two arms, two legs, and be slightly taller than average. However, the Bible teaches that 
God is Spirit, so it must mean something beyond human physical features.

Through the story of the creation of man and woman, we begin to see what being created in God’s image entails. 
God called Adam and Eve to rule over the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, all the earth, and the 
creatures that crawl on the earth. His command for humans to fill and subdue the earth is an invitation to bear His 
image—to reflect Him by doing what He did in creating the heavens and the earth. Just as He filled the world with 
stars, vegetation, and living creatures, we are called to be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth with life. And just as He 
brought order from chaos in separating the land from the seas, we are called to subdue the world in such a way that 
brings harmony and accord. 

In this passage, we see that God is the ruler, and bearing His image means that we must also rule. But to reflect Him 
properly, we must rule wisely. Unfortunately, because of our sinfulness we tend to either worship creation or abuse it, 
to hold it up as if it were a god or to trample it as if it has no value. God’s call to care for creation should lead us to 
worship Him for the good things He has given us, not to worship the good things themselves.

Timothy Keller makes a good point when he says: 

“When we take a piece of land and garden/farm it, or preserve it so it can produce its peculiar life-splendors, 
when we take fabric and make a piece of clothing, when we push a broom to clean up a place, when we use 
technology to harness the forces of electricity, when we take an unformed, naïve human mind and teach 
it a subject, when we take unprocessed material and turn it into a poignant work of art, when we take 
undifferentiated tones and pitches (noise) and separate them out and arrange them to create music, (even 
when we pass a comb through our hair)—whenever we bring order out of chaos, whenever we draw out 
creative potential, whenever we elaborate and ‘unfold’ creation further than where it was when we found 
it—we are continuing God’s work of creative, cultural development.”1

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God created people 
uniquely in His Image.
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Read Genesis 2:16-18,21-25.

• What stands out to you in these verses? Are there any patterns? 

Being created in God’s image sets us apart from the rest of creation in yet another profound way—humanity alone 
has the capacity to be in a personal relationship with God. God did not create people because He was lonely and 
needed us. God has eternally enjoyed a perfect relationship of love, fellowship, and unity within His triune nature. 
We were created not to provide relationship for God, but for him to provide relationship for us. Humanity was 
created to enjoy the overflow of God’s love. 

• Only people—not dogs, eagles, or whales—were created with the ability to 
have a relationship with God. What does this show us about the value God 
gives us? 

• In what ways should your life demonstrate the priority of your relationship 
with God?

To bear God’s image doesn’t point only to the relationship we have with God; we also have a relationship with one 
another. God created us “male and female” (Gen. 1:27). The God who exists in community—Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit—created human beings to live in community as well.

The first time the phrase “it was good” wasn’t used in the creation account was when God created man in isolation. 
God’s plan is also for people to give Him glory by how we relate with one another. We were not created to bear God’s 
image on our own or to have an isolated relationship with God. We reflect God best when we are in community 
with one another—relating to others in love and grace. Thus, reflecting God’s image means we are to relate rightly 
to Him and to others.

• How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence 
the way we think about others?

Adam and Eve were to obey God’s instruction concerning the tree of knowledge, for no other reason than that. They 
were to trust the One who was completely trustworthy. Love the One who is love. Obey the One who gave them 
breath in their lungs. But they failed and sin entered the world. We still possess this image of God, but because of sin, 
we are incapable of carrying it out. The fall has hindered our capacity to love and obey God—to be in relationship 
with Him and with others in the way God intended. But as sure as humanity’s nature has been distorted by sin, 
God had a plan to restore His image that was disfigured in man. And this plan rested on Jesus, the perfect image of 
God (John 14:9; Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:3). We once again have the capacity to bear God’s image through relationship 
with Him.

• In what ways can you more clearly bear the image of God in your 
relationships with others?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 18, DDG)  Christ Connection

Part of the good news for us is that even though we constantly fail to properly 
reflect God’s image in all that we do, Jesus came to be the perfect image of the 
invisible God. He is the only One who rules wisely over the world. He upholds 
all things by His power, and all of creation awaits in eager anticipation for His 
return. He is the only One who perfectly relates to God and others and can 
restore our broken relationships with God and others. He not only has a face-to-
face relationship with God, but His face is the very face of God. And because of 
Jesus’ good work on our behalf—His perfect life, death in our place, and glorious 
resurrection—we are invited into His rest. No longer striving for salvation but 
resting in His finished work.
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Genesis 2:1-3,15

2:1-3,15. In addition to rightly relating to God and rightly relating to others, a third aspect of being created in 
God’s image has to do with the way we work and rest. A lot of people have wrongly assumed that the command to 
work was a result of man’s sinning and rebelling against God. But the creation narrative shows us that God created 
work for man as part of His good world. Work is just as beautiful as the sunset, and just as purposeful as the rain.

Work isn’t something that God gave man as a curse after the fall into sin; the toil of work is what came with sin, but work 
itself is designed to give us fulfillment and provide us an environment to reflect God. Humanity’s ability to work provides 
us with great power within creation but our problem is that, when we’re left to our own devices, we lack direction for that 
work. We are like the people of Babylon who set out to work together to build a tower, not in the image of God but in 
defiance of God (Gen. 11:1-9). We have amazing potential; however, our sin causes that potential to drive us away from 
the One who placed it within us.

We have the ability to build bridges spanning across geographical barriers to bring people together and even unite 
cultures. However, we also have the capacity to barricade, destroy bridges, and divide people. We have the amazing 
ability to write documents like the Emancipation Proclamation. And we have the ability to write For Whites Only 
on signs as well. Humanity is both the glory and the garbage of the universe.

But there is good news. Our capacity and power to glorify God through work is not destroyed, only distorted. God’s 
image can be seen in our work when we work for the Lord in His power (Col. 3:23). The gospel redeems our work 
today and gives us the hope that a day is coming when Christ will return and we will finally be able to glorify God 
perfectly in our work.  

We can reflect God in our work, and we can also reflect Him in our rest. God did not rest in Genesis 2 because He 
needed it, as if He were tired or worn out. He gave us an example of rest to show that, even though we are unlike any 
other creature in that we are the most “like” God, we are not God. There is an unbridgeable difference between God 
and us. And one of the most critical ways that we can reflect Him to the world is by showing that we are not God.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God created people 
uniquely in His Image.

(p. 18, DDG)  Christ Connection

Part of the good news for us is that even though we constantly fail to properly 
reflect God’s image in all that we do, Jesus came to be the perfect image of the 
invisible God. He is the only One who rules wisely over the world. He upholds 
all things by His power, and all of creation awaits in eager anticipation for His 
return. He is the only One who perfectly relates to God and others and can 
restore our broken relationships with God and others. He not only has a face-to-
face relationship with God, but His face is the very face of God. And because of 
Jesus’ good work on our behalf—His perfect life, death in our place, and glorious 
resurrection—we are invited into His rest. No longer striving for salvation but 
resting in His finished work.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

In what ways do you see the world attempting to redefine what it means to 
be human? 

Why is it important to note that humanity has a special place among creation 
because we were created in God’s image?

Heart

How should the doctrine of humans being created in God’s image influence the way 
we feel about others? 

Why should we be grieved when we see image bearers of God living in a way that is 
contrary to the way God intended?

Hands

How will you begin to treat friends, family members, and even strangers differently 
based upon the truth that they are created in God’s image?

What are some ways you can begin to reflect God by being a better steward of the 
world He has given us?

Our Mission 
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Head

When you think about it, we live in a world seeking to define and redefine humanity. The world often defines 
humanity based upon the perceived problems we face. Some will say that the problem is with unequal opportunity, 
so equal rights in the work place or access to good education is the solution. Others will say it is because of class 
distinction, so a society that is classless and shares in everything is the answer. The positive result of this is that we 
can be more attuned and responsive to the humanitarian crises and injustices all around us, such as racism, male 
chauvinism, police brutality, slavery, and sex-trafficking. But the flip side is that these issues don’t get to the heart of 
the question of what it means to be human, much less do they address the real problem within—sin.

The unique status of man being created in God’s image gets to the heart of many debates within our culture regarding 
human life, such as abortion, euthanasia, and so forth. Since humanity was created in God’s image and is unique 
among the rest of creation, this truth should significantly influence the way we approach those topics.

Heart

The reality of God creating humanity in His image not only means that we see other people in a different light, but 
it also influences the way we feel toward others who bear the same image. At the very least, it should cause us to feel 
a certain respect and compassion for all people since they are also image bearers of God. Not only that, but it should 
grieve us when we see our fellow humans living in a way that is contrary to the way they were designed and created, 
if not for the simple reason being because that is not the way humanity was intended to live. 

Hands

We reveal God and point to the gospel just as much in the way we relate to strangers, outcasts, and enemies as we do 
with friends and family members. Loving those who are easy to love is one thing, but we are called to love even our 
enemies (Matt. 5:43-48). This love is countercultural. It goes against the thinking of the fallen world, which creates 
a multitude of reasons to divide and devalue people because of ethnicity, nationality, income level, and culture. But 
love joins humanity together as we recognize that every person has inherent value, dignity, and worth as a result of 
being created in God’s image. And it is this worth that compels God’s people to love all people—casting aside racism, 
classism, nationalism, sexism, and any other “ism” rooted in sin—as we share the hope of the gospel with the world. 
When we see human dignity as God defined and designed it, we won’t treat people differently based on who they 
are. We will treat them similarly because of whose they are. 

Main Point:
God created people 

uniquely in His Image.
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Unit .01

Session .03

Sin and God’s 
Good News

1 Now the serpent was the most cunning of all the 
wild animals that the Lord God had made. He said to 
the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You can’t eat from 
any tree in the garden’?” 2 The woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat the fruit from the trees in the 
garden. 3 But about the fruit of the tree in the middle 
of the garden, God said, ‘You must not eat it or touch 
it, or you will die.’”
4 “No! You will not die,” the serpent said to the 
woman. 5 “In fact, God knows that when you eat it 
your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, 
knowing good and evil.” 6 The woman saw that the 
tree was good for food and delightful to look at, and 
that it was desirable for obtaining wisdom. So she took 
some of its fruit and ate it; she also gave some to her 
husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the 
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew they 
were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made 
coverings for themselves. … 14 So the Lord God said 
to the serpent: Because you have done this, you are 
cursed more than any livestock and more than any wild 

animal. You will move on your belly and eat dust all the 
days of your life. 15 I will put hostility between you 
and the woman, and between your offspring and her 
offspring. He will strike your head, and you will strike 
his heel. 16 He said to the woman: I will intensify 
your labor pains; you will bear children with painful 
effort. Your desire will be for your husband, yet he will 
rule over you. 17 And he said to the man, “Because 
you listened to your wife and ate from the tree about 
which I commanded you, ‘Do not eat from it’: The 
ground is cursed because of you. you will eat from it by 
means of painful labor all the days of your life. 18 It 
will produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will 
eat the plants of the field. 19 You will eat bread by 
the sweat of your brow until you return to the ground, 
since you were taken from it. For you are dust, and you 
will return to dust.” 20 The man named his wife Eve 
because she was the mother of all the living. 21 The 
Lord God made clothing from skins for the man and 
his wife, and he clothed them.

Scripture

Genesis  
3:1-7,14-21
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Unit .01

Session .03

Sin and God’s 
Good News

Intro Options
Main Point:

Sin corrupts  
all of creation.

Option 1

As a society, we don’t seem to agree on much. Actually, about the only thing we might all agree on is that 
something is not right with the world. The broken world we see on the news, streaming through our 
social media feeds, or in the lives of our loved ones stresses one key truth: Somewhere at some time in 
our history, something went horribly, tragically wrong.

Most of us assume the problem is “out there” somewhere. Maybe you believe there are good people 
and bad people, and bad people cause all the trouble for good people. Or maybe you think the real 
problems are more systemic—poverty, lack of education, unequal opportunities, or the breakdown of 
the family structure. 

What if the problem is not just out there, but in us? What if that outburst of anger you explained 
away wasn’t just a result of stress, but reflected something you truly believed? What if that cutting remark 
wasn’t just a slip of the tongue, but a hint at the real, unfiltered, you? Maybe the problem is deeper than 
we know or care to admit.

• When have you said or done something you were ashamed of? How 
did you respond afterward?

 

Option 2

On a white board or poster board at the front of the room, list the following: 

Rey
George Washington
Katniss Everdeen
William Wallace

Shiphrah and Puah
Harriet Tubman
Jyn Eerso
Daniel Shays

Rahab
Mordecai
Robin Hood
Captain America

Beginning by asking your students if they can guess any common denominator between these names. If 
no one guesses, explain to them that all of these names, titles, and events are associated with rebellion. 
Rebellion means to stand against or oppose the one in authority. Most of these rebels went against 
an oppressive system or person in order to win freedom for many others. However, rebellion isn’t always 
a good thing, and it always comes with consequences. 

• Which of these rebellions do you think were positive? Negative? 
Explain. 

Sin is described as rebellion against God—and the worst of those consequences was separation from 
God. Thankfully, through Jesus, God made a way to redeem His rebellious people.
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God created humanity and placed them in a beautiful, good creation. But their paradise was lost through a single act 
of defiance against the Creator. In this story of paradise unraveling, the universal nature of sin was revealed, not just 
in Adam and Eve, but in each one of us as well.

Read Genesis 3:1-7.

The first thing to note about sin is that it begins with unbelief. The serpent launched his offensive with the words, 
“Did God really say?” His aim was not intended to start an argument with Eve, but to cause her to doubt God’s 
words. Satan’s questions can be read with a sneer behind it: God said what? How absurd! Are you serious?

• When have you seen people disbelieve what God has clearly said? 

Second, sin moves from unbelief to idolatry. We see idolatry in this story mainly in the way Eve looked at the 
forbidden fruit. She “saw that the tree was good for food” (3:6). Until that moment, God had been the only One 
to see and declare things good. The whole creation narrative is filled with the rhythm of “and God saw…and it was 
good.” The moment Adam and Eve took it upon themselves to make that assessment, they ventured into idolatry. 
They boldly declared, “We know what’s best for us,” foolishly taking some created thing and elevating it to the place 
of God.

• Which of God’s good blessings are you most likely to place above 
God Himself?

All of this comes down to the third aspect of sin: rebellion. At the core of Adam and Eve’s sin was a question of who 
would be the lord of their lives. God promised that if He were in charge, then they would have goodness and blessing. 
Instead, the first humans decided to defy God and “remove” Him from the throne so they could sit on it.

• In what areas are you most likely to resist the ways of God and insist on your 
own wisdom?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

In Defense (p. 26, DDG)

Since the KJV translates Genesis 3:5 as “ye shall be as gods,” both Mormons and New Age 
followers have interpreted this to mean that humans have the potential to become gods. In 
fact, the Book of Mormon says Adam needed to commit the first sin in order for humans 
to become gods in the next life. However, Scripture is clear when it says Satan lied in 
these verses, and even calls him “a liar and the father of lies” (John 8:44). Because of their 
rebellion, Adam and Eve only learned the difference between good and evil. Rather than 
earning them godhood, death spread to all people through their decisions (Rom. 5:12,16). 

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  26



Genesis 3:1-7

3:1-6. Satan’s attack on Adam and Eve is the same attack many of us face today, whether the voices are external or internal. 
The attack can come from the condescending voice of a teacher or popular comedian who talks about the absurdity of religion. 
Or it can come from the whispering voice in our own hearts, pulling us toward what we know to be wrong by saying, “Are you 
sure God has your best interest in mind?” Regardless of the circumstances, the origin is the same—Satan tempts us to doubt 
God is trustworthy and that His words are true.

It seems as though Eve began to doubt during her exchange with Satan. When Satan questioned Eve, she added to what God 
had said. God had warned Adam not to eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:17), but He never said 
they couldn’t touch it. Maybe Adam had exaggerated God’s command when he relayed it to Eve. Or maybe Eve was giving in 
to Satan and was becoming resentful, hinting that God was so unreasonable that He wouldn’t even allow her to touch that one 
tree. Whatever happened, God’s words were distorted. Where God’s words are distorted, unbelief naturally follows. 

The apostle Paul explained how this scene mirrors the way we all glorify God’s creation rather than the Creator (Rom. 1:18-25). 
The word for glory in Hebrew means weight. Glorifying something means we make it the most important or central thing in 
our lives. The problem is that we take something pitifully small—like money, romance, respect, talents, or comfort—and try 
to give it the weight only God has. The result is always destruction.

1:7. Satan promised Adam and Eve that their rebellion would lead to freedom. Instead, it led to shame. Previously 
they had been naked and unashamed, clothed in the love and acceptance of God. Now they were naked and exposed, 
so they did what all of us would instinctively do: They hid.

Adam and Eve’s fearful desire to cover themselves is a picture of our response to sin. We sense that something 
is wrong, and our first impulse is to hide from God. We hide from Him by refusing to be honest about our sin, 
rationalizing it away, or comparing ourselves to others. We hide by blame-shifting, just as Adam and Eve did, 
pointing at other people or surrounding circumstances as excuses for our sin. Worst of all, we hide through religion. 
The fig leaves Adam and Eve sewed for themselves here the first religion, an attempt to cover our shame without a 
true relationship with God.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

Sin corrupts  
all of creation.

99 Essential Doctrines (p. 24, DDG)

Sin as Rebellion
Because the Bible portrays people as responsible beings who are called to respond in 
faith and obedience to God’s revelation, sin is often described in terms of defiance and 
rebellion toward God the King. For example, Isaiah described sin as rebellion against 
God: “I have raised children and brought them up, but they have rebelled against me” 
(1:2). Seen in this light, sin is personal and willful disobedience, or like raising a clinched 
fist toward the One who made us.
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Read Genesis 3:14-21.

• What are some devastating consequences that result from sin? 

Sin leads to pain. God specifically mentioned the pain of childbirth to Eve (v. 16), but that principle extends into 
other areas of life. Before the fall, there was no mention of pain. After the fall, life itself became marked by pain and 
suffering of every kind—physical, emotional, and relational. This leads to the next consequence of sin. 

Sin leads to relational conflict. Before God even issued punishments to Adam and Eve, sin had caused a rift 
between the first couple. Rather than protecting Eve from the lies of the enemy, Adam simply allowed her to fend for 
herself. And when God arrived, Adam blamed Eve for the whole situation.  

• What are some examples of relational conflicts we see in our world? 
Country? Community? School? Home? Why is it that relational conflicts can 
be particularly hurtful to all people, not just the people involved? 

Sin also leads to death. This was God’s initial promise about the tree (Gen. 2:16-17), and God restated it in Adam 
and Eve’s punishment. Adam and Eve might have expected to drop dead immediately after eating from the tree, but 
because of God’s mercy, they didn’t. Still, the certainty of their physical and spiritual death began that day.  

By far the worst consequence of sin is a loss of the presence of God. God drove Adam and Eve out of the 
Garden, away from His presence, and barred the entrance with a flaming sword (Gen. 3:24). The message was clear: 
approaching God again would mean death. It is difficult to overstate the depth of this tragedy. The One whose 
nearness made life so sweet—our Father, our Best Friend, our Shepherd—became distant.

• How would you explain to someone that the loss of God’s presence was the 
worst result of humanity’s fall?

The Bible could have ended with the third chapter. But, in this turning point of God’s story, He came looking 
for man. What Adam and Eve expected was God the destroyer. What they heard was the voice of God the seeker 
calling out, “Where are you?” (Gen. 3:9). This same God promised to raise up one of Eve’s offspring to crush the 
serpent’s head (3:15). Nakedness, shame, and death would not have the final say. The loss of God’s presence would 
not last forever. 

• How might one use God’s promise here to dispute the idea that God is a God 
of judgment in the Old Testament and grace in the New Testament? What 
are some other instances in the Old Testament you can point to? 

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 25, DDG) Christ Connection 

Eve’s promised offspring was Jesus. The first promise of Christ in the entire Bible 
was recorded in Genesis 3:15. As the apostle Paul explained, Jesus was a “second 
version” of Adam—a truer and better Adam (Rom. 5:14). Jesus did what Adam 
and Eve should have done—He withstood Satan’s temptation. Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God, ate from a tree, and died. Jesus obeyed God by willingly dying on 
a tree for us (Gal. 3:13). He felt the serpent’s bite and the poison of the curse so we 
could be released from both.
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Genesis 1:3-13

In addition to the mentioned consequences of the fall, humanity’s relationship with creation was also distorted. 
Adam and Eve were placed in the midst of God’s creation as stewards of something good. The plants, trees, flowers, 
and even the strongest animals of the world were under their authority. But the good world Adam and Eve were 
supposed to rule became an unruly environment in a single moment. Creation fell with humanity; the world became 
cursed against men and women. The ground, which God used to create Adam, went from being a friend to a bitter 
enemy. As with the previous consequences, this punishment extends to more than just farming. Our lives are now 
characterized by difficulty, with “thorns and thistles” in everything we do. 

Genesis 4:1-8

If time permits, point students to the next chapter. Cain and Abel’s story is filled with the far-reaching consequences 
of sin and what it has done to the human race. Cain and Abel are proof of the multiplying effects of sin. The 
relational conflict that began with Adam and Eve was passed on to the next generation. Cain and Abel should have 
inherited a legacy of worship from their parents; instead, Cain murdered his own brother out of jealousy. Humanity 
moved from unstained goodness to homicidal hatred in one generation. 

It is important to note that before Cain ever acted on the evil desires in his heart, God spoke truth into his life. God’s 
grace came before Cain’s sin, offering a way out of the temptation. God takes sin seriously. He encouraged Cain to 
kill the sinful desire within him before it killed him. God’s counsel to Cain was to reject the temptation and master 
the sinful desire. Do right by ruling over sin! Don’t obey its command! While Cain heard God’s counsel to flee sin’s 
temptation, he didn’t obey it. His rage gave way to sin, and when sin occupied his heart, it brought death.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

Sin corrupts  
all of creation.

(p. 25, DDG) Christ Connection 

Eve’s promised offspring was Jesus. The first promise of Christ in the entire Bible 
was recorded in Genesis 3:15. As the apostle Paul explained, Jesus was a “second 
version” of Adam—a truer and better Adam (Rom. 5:14). Jesus did what Adam 
and Eve should have done—He withstood Satan’s temptation. Adam and Eve 
disobeyed God, ate from a tree, and died. Jesus obeyed God by willingly dying on 
a tree for us (Gal. 3:13). He felt the serpent’s bite and the poison of the curse so we 
could be released from both.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

In what areas of life are you tempted to doubt what God has said?  

Take a minute to list different ways you see the brokenness of human relationships 
in our world. How does the gospel provide an answer for these realities? 

Heart

What are some examples of movies, music, or television shows where the slogan 
“follow your heart” or “trust in yourself” is communicated? Is this good or bad 
advice? Explain.

Like Adam and Eve, what are some ways we try to cover our sin, rationalize it, or 
shift the blame to someone else?  

Hands

How might God use His people in the mission to restore all things to Himself? 

How can you trust in God’s Word this week? How might that affect different areas 
of your life?

Our Mission 
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Head

Adam and Eve felt clothed before they exchanged the goodness of God’s Word for lies. They had God’s favor; they 
were secure and provided for. Adam and Eve felt no shame, there was nothing to hide, and they could safely be 
completely vulnerable before God and with each other. There were fully known and fully loved, which is just how 
God created us to be. However, in our fallen state, we’ve convinced ourselves that the only way we can be loved is if 
we’re not fully known. We believe it would be impossible for anyone to know the depths of who we are and still love 
us, so we hide.

Heart

The lies of unbelief, idolatry, and rebellion are in every human heart and everywhere in our culture. People mostly 
assume that to “follow your heart” is the best path to happiness and freedom. Contrary to the wisdom of fairy tales, 
Scripture shows that those who follow their hearts are actually following the voice of Satan. The fact is, the idols of 
our hearts promise a lot but never deliver. Eventually, all idols disappoint, and when they do, our natural response 
is to try and rationalize our sinful behavior or shift the blame to someone else, as in the case of Adam and Eve. We 
try and justify cheating on an assignment because we have to maintain a certain GPA for college admission; or we 
attempt to “cover” our sin with good works, as if those can make up for anything we have done. 

Hands

The fall of humanity forever altered the course of human history, disrupting our relationship with God, others, and 
the good world God created. Nevertheless, God is still at work to remake what has been broken  through His Son, 
Jesus. All is not lost. We still retain the image of God, however broken it may be. And that image is being restored 
more each day as we look to Jesus and are conformed to His image, bearing His likeness in all that we do. 

We know from the book of Revelation how things are going to turn out in the end. We know Jesus is the victor. We 
know that He will triumph over sin, death, and Satan. And we know that He will one day make all things new again. 
However, the attitude of the Bible is that we shouldn’t treat the future return and restoration of Christ as an excuse 
to sit idly by and do nothing. As we are now being made more into the image of Jesus each day, we should look for 
ways to reflect Him in all we do. He is in the business of restoring things to Himself, and He has commissioned us 
to be a part of that family business. 

Main Point:
Sin corrupts  

all of creation.
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5 When the Lord saw that human wickedness was 
widespread on the earth and that every inclination of 
the human mind was nothing but evil all the time, 
6 the Lord regretted that he had made man on the 
earth, and he was deeply grieved. 7 Then the Lord 
said, “I will wipe mankind, whom I created, off the face 
of the earth, together with the animals, creatures that 
crawl, and birds of the sky—for I regret that I made 
them.” 8 Noah, however, found favor with the Lord. 
9 These are the family records of Noah. Noah was a 
righteous man, blameless among his contemporaries; 
Noah walked with God. … 17 “Understand that I am 
bringing a flood—floodwaters on the earth to destroy 
every creature under heaven with the breath of life in it. 
Everything on earth will perish. 18 But I will establish 
my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark with 
your sons, your wife, and your sons’ wives. 19 You are 
also to bring into the ark two of all the living creatures, 
male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20 Two 

of everything—from the birds according to their kinds, 
from the livestock according to their kinds, and from 
the animals that crawl on the ground according to 
their kinds—will come to you so that you can keep 
them alive. 21 Take with you every kind of food 
that is eaten; gather it as food for you and for them.” 
22 And Noah did this. He did everything that God 
had commanded him. …1 God blessed Noah and his 
sons and said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and 
fill the earth.” … 12 And God said, “This is the sign 
of the covenant I am making between me and you and 
every living creature with you, a covenant for all future 
generations: 13 I have placed my bow in the clouds, 
and it will be a sign of the covenant between me and 
the earth. 14 Whenever I form clouds over the earth 
and the bow appears in the clouds, 15 I will remember 
my covenant between me and you and all the living 
creatures: water will never again become a flood to 
destroy every creature.”

Scripture

Genesis 6:5-9, 
17-22; 9:1,12-15

Unit .01

Session .04

Sin and 
God’s Grace
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Intro Options
Main Point:

God judges sin and 
provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.

Option 1

What is the one thing people eventually try if they experience persistent tech problems, whether with a 
computer, smartphone, a gaming system, or some other type of technology? Answer: Reboot it. And if 
that doesn’t work, what do they do? Answer: They reboot it again. 

You may not have realized it before, but there’s a “reboot” in the Bible. God doesn’t call it that, of 
course, but that’s what happened with Noah and the ark. Things in the world had become so rotten that 
God decided to reboot creation.

Now, I know Noah’s story brings up a lot of questions. There are the philosophical questions: How 
could a good God do something like this? There are the historical questions: Did the flood affect the 
entire world or just the entire known world at the time? Have archaeologists found the ark? Then, there 
are always the practical questions: Could that many animals really fit on one boat? How, exactly, did 
Noah get all the animals there?  

Questions like these certainly are worth asking, but the author of Genesis didn’t answer them for a 
reason. What he wants us to see, first and foremost, is God’s agenda in this worldwide reboot. Once we see 
this story from God’s perspective, we can wrestle with our questions in a new way.

• What are some areas of life you wish could be “rebooted”? 

 

Option 2

So far in our study of Genesis, we’ve seen how God created the heavens and the earth and moved on to His 
most precious creation: human beings, made in His image. Adam and Eve sinned by choosing not to 
believe and trust the goodness of God’s Word. Sin became an epidemic, not something that could be 
quarantined in the hearts of our first parents. This sin sickness spread to their children, and as it spread, 
it began to show up in increasingly wicked ways. 

Invite students to identify physical features or personality traits they’ve inherited or have adapted 
from their parents. (As a word of caution, please be sensitive to asking this question due to the various 
family contexts that may be represented in your group.) Remind students that all people inherited the 
problem of sin from Adam. But we have hope. Even though sin entered the world through one man, 
salvation also entered through one man: Jesus Christ. 

• Do you believe the work of Christ can overcome the sin in your life? 
Why or why not?

Unit .01

Session .04

Sin and 
God’s Grace
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After humanity’s fall into sin and sin spread through the first family, the storyline continues to unfold by introducing 
us to one of the most well-known characters in the Bible: Noah. Between Genesis 3 and 6, sin spread wide and sin 
spread deep. What would God do in response? What could He do in response?

Read Genesis 6:5-7.

The text says God “was deeply grieved” over this entire situation. The Hebrew word used here means wounded, pained, 
or heartbroken. In Isaiah 54:6, the prophet used the same word to describe the feeling a wife would have if her husband 
abandoned her. Honestly, it’s a strange word to use when talking about God, because it makes Him sound incredibly 
vulnerable. God was not just angry over sin, but grieved and heartbroken by it. Sin is never primarily about breaking 
rules, but about wounding a relationship. When we sin, we betray our loving God and break His heart.

• The Bible tells us God grieved before His judgment took place. What does 
this tell us about His character and how He views sin in our lives?

Our instinctive response to this is to wonder if God has gone a bit too far. It doesn’t seem befitting of a loving God 
to purge the earth like this. But consider what you might do if someone you love was being ravaged by cancer. You 
would take radical measures (like chemotherapy) to cleanse them from the cancer—not in spite of your love for 
them, but because of that love. That’s precisely what God does with His creation. He loves it too much to let the 
cancer of our sin spread another inch.

• How would your attitude toward sin change if you saw it less as breaking 
God’s rules and more as breaking God’s heart?

• What things might grieve God today? In what ways does He still show 
patience to His people?

Read Genesis 6:8-9,17-22.

One of the reasons we have a difficult time understanding the Old Testament is that we tend to think God operated 
differently back then. We think that New Testament people were saved by grace, but Old Testament people were 
saved by doing good works. And there’s the problem; there has only ever been one path to righteousness—the 
absolute surrender of faith.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

99 Essential Doctrines (p. 32, DDG)

God is Gracious
God’s nature is to delight in giving unmerited favor to those who are undeserving (Eph. 2:8-9). 
His grace toward sinners is found most clearly in the salvation He has provided through 
Christ. Because of sin, humanity is undeserving of salvation—all of us have turned our 
backs on God, and as a result, we deserve death (Rom. 6:23). However, instead of leaving 
people in their sins, God has demonstrated His graciousness by providing atonement and 
forgiveness for our sins through the death and resurrection of Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21).
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 32, DDG)

God is Gracious
God’s nature is to delight in giving unmerited favor to those who are undeserving (Eph. 2:8-9). 
His grace toward sinners is found most clearly in the salvation He has provided through 
Christ. Because of sin, humanity is undeserving of salvation—all of us have turned our 
backs on God, and as a result, we deserve death (Rom. 6:23). However, instead of leaving 
people in their sins, God has demonstrated His graciousness by providing atonement and 
forgiveness for our sins through the death and resurrection of Jesus (2 Cor. 5:21).

Genesis 6

6:5-7. Modern readers often object to stories of God’s judgment. They read about the violence and destruction, 
and whether they can articulate it well or not, they simply know: This bothers me. What is striking at the beginning 
of Noah’s story is that what bothers us bothers God much more. 

Sin, like a disease, had consumed humanity. Sexual perversion was widely accepted (Gen. 6:1–4). Violence was 
everywhere, as the strong used their position to oppress the weak (Gen. 6:12). So God determined to stop the 
corruption, sending a flood literally to cleanse the earth.

Perhaps you are still asking, “Really, though? Was it that severe? I can accept the idea of divine correction, but 
outright judgment and wrath? Why can’t God just forgive and let it go?” 

At the heart of questions like these, which often come from a sincere heart, lie two fundamental misconceptions. First 
is the notion that forgiveness means just letting things go. But any of us who have forgiven something substantial 
know this is not true. If you wreck your friend’s car and that friend genuinely forgives you for it, the car does not 
magically get fixed. There is still a cost to make what is wrong right again. And that cost has to come from somewhere. 
Either you pay it or your friend pays it. 

Second is the belief that God would be better off if He were only a God of love. Many of us have a lopsided view of God. 
We want God to be loving and kin and compassionately concerned with our lives, without any of this ancient “wrath” 
business. And yes, He is loving, kind, and near to us. But God is also just. If we ignore that aspect of His character, we 
create an unhealthy picture of God. It’s like a bodybuilder who goes to the gym and only does curls. His biceps would be 
huge, but all of his other muscles (which matter just as much) would still be tiny. He wouldn’t really be a bodybuilder, 
would he? He would be incomplete. If we only accept the aspects of God we like, we’re blinding ourselves to the beauty 
and fullness of who God really is.

6:8,18. Take a look at verses 8 and 18. Only Noah found favor in God’s eyes, right? But then notice how the Bible 
says that God would establish His covenant not only with Noah, but also with those who belong to him. Watch the 
progression: Noah received God’s favor, was declared righteous, and then his family benefited from his righteousness. 
The same truth is reiterated in Genesis 7:1: “Then the Lord said to Noah, ‘Enter the ark, you and all your household, 
for I have seen that you alone are righteous before me in this generation.’” Noah found favor. Noah was the only 
righteous one, yet Noah’s family was saved.

COMMENTARY

Main Point:
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.
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(p. 33, DDG)  Christ Connection

When you see God’s war bow pointed upward, the parallels with Jesus begin to 
come into focus. Like Noah, Jesus would one day come to be the only righteous 
man amidst a sea of wickedness. He would obey God, even though no one 
understood Him. Through His obedience, He would provide an ark of salvation 
to all who would receive it. But unlike Noah, Jesus would succeed all the way to 
the end. His life would not end in a drunkenness, but in saying to God, “Not my 
will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42).

Noah is a perfect example of this, though it’s easy to miss if you’re reading too quickly. Genesis 6:9, after all, says that 
“Noah was a righteous man, blameless among his contemporaries.” Does that mean that he had no sin in his heart? 
No. In fact, he ended his days in disgrace and nakedness, part of the same evil human race that grieved God’s heart 
so deeply (Gen. 9:20–23).

Since calling Noah “righteous” doesn’t mean he did all the right things, what does it mean? The verse before, tells 
us: Noah “found favor with the Lord” (Gen. 6:8). The word “favor” here means grace. God didn’t save Noah 
because he was righteous. Noah became righteous because he received God’s offer of salvation. Grace came first. 
Righteousness followed.

• Why is it important for us to recognize that God’s grace must come before 
our obedience? 

If we think that obedience comes before grace, or that grace is the reward for being obedient, then we will have a 
works-based view of Christianity. The author of Hebrews, in remembering Noah, said, “By faith Noah … built an 
ark to deliver his family. By faith he … became an heir of the righteousness that comes by faith” (Heb. 11:7). Only 
after responding to God’s favor and gift of grace with faith is Noah declared “righteous.”

That is always the way people become righteous. God grants righteousness, as a gift, to all who will believe and 
respond in faith. All God asks is that we trust in Him and surrender to Him completely—not partial surrender 
or a half-hearted commitment, but complete surrender to His grace and mercy. And that surrender is the work of 
a lifetime. 

• What lessons can we learn from Noah’s example of faithfulness?

• If living faith means a complete surrender to God, what are some ways you 
are surrendering to God in your own life this week? What areas do you need 
to surrender to Him?

Read Genesis 9:1,12-15.

As dramatic as the flood was, God knew that it was only temporary. The sin virus remained within the human heart. 
To fully address the problem of evil, God would have to pursue a different solution.

At the end of this story, God included a clue to indicate this new direction: the rainbow (Gen. 9:13). We associate 
rainbows with tranquil scenes of peace and stillness; but some have suggested that the word used for “bow” in this 
passage is the same word for a war bow. What God said by placing His bow in the sky was that He was laying down 
His war bow in the heavens. In fact, if you look at the direction the bow points, you’ll notice that it points upward 
(toward heaven) rather than downward (toward the earth). God would not accomplish His ultimate salvation by 
shooting the arrows of His wrath into men, but by absorbing them into Himself.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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(p. 33, DDG)  Christ Connection

When you see God’s war bow pointed upward, the parallels with Jesus begin to 
come into focus. Like Noah, Jesus would one day come to be the only righteous 
man amidst a sea of wickedness. He would obey God, even though no one 
understood Him. Through His obedience, He would provide an ark of salvation 
to all who would receive it. But unlike Noah, Jesus would succeed all the way to 
the end. His life would not end in a drunkenness, but in saying to God, “Not my 
will, but yours, be done” (Luke 22:42).

Genesis 6:8-9; 9:12

There are two truths here we must not miss. First, grace precedes righteousness. It’s no accident that the text specifies 
Noah receiving favor from the Lord before being declared righteous. Grace came first. It wasn’t that Noah obeyed 
and that was why he was saved. Instead, Noah received grace, and that’s why he obeyed. The second truth is that the 
covenant God made with Noah benefited the members of his family. Noah’s righteousness was the foundation of the 
preservation of the rest of his family. 

6:8-9. What does a life of faith look like? It is not the initial “yes” that shows you have faith, but the follow-through 
that verifies you have faith. Hebrews 11:7 doesn’t say Noah had faith because he said, “Yes, Lord,” but because he 
endured for a century. The question God asks us about our faith is not, “Did you pray a prayer?” or “Did you get 
baptized?” or “Did you ‘walk the aisle’?” The question is, “Does your life today declare that He is Lord?” or “Are you 
more surrendered today than yesterday?” It’s not what your words say that determines if you have faith; it’s what your 
life says.

9:12. When Noah and his family climbed off the ark, God made a covenant with him and all creation. Creation 
is anxiously waiting to be restored to its ultimate purpose. And the one thing standing in the way is our sin 
(Rom. 8:19–21). Even now, creation echoes the glory God intended. As Psalm 19:1 says, “The heavens declare the 
glory of God.” If you listen, the skies and the seas and the mountains have voices. They are singing to us of God’s 
beauty, power, and creativity, and asking us to join them.

Human sin muffles that voice. That’s why one of our jobs as stewards of God’s creation is to help it speak clearly. The 
world isn’t trash to be discarded one day when we reach paradise (as in Islam). It’s not an illusion or a manifestation 
of evil (as in Hinduism). The world is the loving creation of God, preaching to us to accept redemption so that it, 
too, can be what God created it to be. Even in the most dramatic example of judgment in the Old Testament—the 
flood—we see God reaffirm His plan to bless the earth by filling it with people to worship Him.

COMMENTARY

Main Point:
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

What do you find most difficult about the doctrine of God’s judgment?  

Why is it important to stress both God’s judgment and grace when dealing with 
sin? What would happen if you had one without the other?

Heart

How would our relationships with others look different if we lived each day 
remembering that God freely decided to show us mercy and love instead 
of judgment? 

Which vulnerable group in society has God given you a passion to love and serve?

Hands

What are some of Noah’s positive characteristics we can imitate as we seek to live 
on mission for God? 

How has this session challenged you to be more faithful in sharing the gospel 
with others?

Our Mission 
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Head

The idea and practice of justice is extremely important for governments all over the world. We all have an intuitive 
general sense of what justice is and what it looks like. We are also aware enough to know that, even though justice is 
real and necessary, as fallen humans we are sometimes unable or unwilling to exact justice or avoid vengeance when 
we should. Thankfully God will one day repay all wrongs (Rom. 12:19). 

This session helps us to begin to see how and why it is important for God’s grace and love to coexist with His 
judgment and righteous anger. Both of these characteristics are necessary, and together they reveal something deep 
to us about God’s character. Among other things, they reveal that God is neither an unforgiving judge nor a morally 
passive god who simply sweeps sin under the rug. Our understanding of how awesome He is will grow when we 
understand His love and mercy alongside of His anger and judgment. 

Heart

God certainly wasn’t obligated to show grace and mercy. He didn’t have to show favor to Noah and his family, and 
He didn’t have to continue on with His promise to one day make things right again. But He did, and if God refuses 
to give up on people at their worst, should we not also show a similar level of compassion to those around us? 

Who in our society today do we not regard as precious in God’s sight? Perhaps we don’t even see them as fully human. 
For some, it may be the unborn. For others, it is the refugee, the elderly, the disabled, those of other ethnicities, the 
poor, the homeless, or the prisoner. These are not demographics; these are people with the same kinds of pain, fear, 
and love that we all experience. As those who claim to follow God, we can’t just turn a blind eye to people who are 
also made in His image and are being crushed.

Hands

Just as Noah spent his life in faith building an ark while the world rejected his message (Heb. 11:7; 2 Pet. 2:5), we 
should spend our lives faithfully telling people about the coming judgment and the good news of salvation God has 
made possible for us through Jesus Christ. Just as Noah’s story ends with a reaffirmation of God’s covenant and a 
commission to follow God in obedience, our salvation is also not an end in itself but precedes our own obedience. 
God has commissioned us to be fruitful and multiply and to take the good news of His merciful love to the rest of 
the world.

Main Point:
God judges sin and 

provides salvation to 
those who trust Him.
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1 The whole earth had the same language and 
vocabulary. 2 As people migrated from the east, they 
found a valley in the land of Shinar and settled there. 
3 They said to each other, “Come, let us make oven-
fired bricks.” (They used brick for stone and asphalt for 
mortar.) 4 And they said, “Come, let us build ourselves 
a city and a tower with its top in the sky. Let us make 
a name for ourselves; otherwise, we will be scattered 
throughout the earth.” 5 Then the Lord came down 
to look over the city and the tower that the humans 

were building. 6 The Lord said, “If they have begun 
to do this as one people all having the same language, 
then nothing they plan to do will be impossible for 
them. 7 Come, let’s go down there and confuse their 
language so that they will not understand one another’s 
speech.” 8 So from there the Lord scattered them 
throughout the earth, and they stopped building the 
city. 9 Therefore it is called Babylon, for there the Lord 
confused the language of the whole earth, and from 
there the Lord scattered them throughout the earth.

Scripture

Genesis   
11:1-9

Unit .01

Session .05

Sin and God’s 
Authority
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Intro Options
Main Point:

Sin drives people to 
seek greatness for 

themselves instead of 
for God’s glory.

Option 1

Nearly 7,000 languages are spoken around the world today. If you have ever traveled to a foreign country, 
you understand how challenging a language barrier can be. Checking into a hotel, ordering a meal, 
or even finding a bathroom—mundane tasks we can complete in our native language without even 
thinking about it—can be stressful in another land.

Even speaking the same language sometimes does not eliminate all confusion and frustration. In the 
United States, a robot is a programmed machine that carries out a task or a part of a science fiction movie. 
But in South Africa a robot is a traffic light. Cars in the United States have “trunks” and “hoods,” but in 
other English speaking nations, they have “boots” and “bonnets.” What Americans know as “ketchup” is 
known as “tomato sauce,” and when offered a “biscuit” in some countries, they might receive a “cookie.”

• When have you experienced frustration, confusion, or something 
humorous because of language barriers?

All of this frustration over language goes back to Genesis 11 and the Tower of Babel. However, the story 
of Babel is much more than a story about the origin of other languages. Even more so, it is a story about 
the root cause of sin in the human heart. 

 

Option 2

It’s easy to cross the line between using our God-given gifts for God’s glory or our own. In fact, the line is 
a choice: Who gets the credit? Who does this action honor? Bottom line: God is more concerned with 
the heart behind your actions than He is with the actions you take. Read the following list of situations 
and ask students to decide whether the action honors God or self. 

• Helping new teammates strengthen their fundamental skills in basketball after practice
• Allowing a friend to copy your homework because that friend forgot about the assignment
• Sharing pictures of you serving at a soup kitchen to impress your friends
• Spending a few minutes each day helping a younger sibling with homework
• Becoming a reading buddy for a local elementary school student
• Telling an elaborate story to get out of trouble

The Tower of Babel’s story is filled with people who wanted to honor themselves and show of their skills, 
rather than glorifying God. We glorify God with the gifts He has given us when we use them to serve 
Him or help others, not when we only use them to help ourselves or make our name known.

Unit .01

Session .05

Sin and God’s 
Authority
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At this point in the Genesis account is an interesting story, often called The Tower of Babel. Some time had passed 
since the judgment and mercy of the flood (discussed in the previous session), but surrounding the flood, humanity 
was still broken from the inside out. There was still a sin problem because there was still a heart problem. Sin 
remained in people’s hearts after the flood. God knew this was true—the flood was only meant to slow down the 
progression of sin in the world. 

Read Genesis 11:1-4.

This tragic event occurred on the plains of Shinar (modern day Iraq). We need to notice immediately that the people 
were disregarding God’s specific commandments. God had first told Adam and Eve to be fruitful, multiply, and fill 
the earth (Gen. 1:28). Then after the flood, He gave the same command to Noah and his descendants (Gen. 9:1). 
God’s intent was for His name to be glorified as people filled His creation. Instead, people wanted to build a city and 
tower for their glory and to exalt their name, specifically so they wouldn’t be scattered throughout the earth.

• When might people in today’s culture try to make a name for themselves?

God isn’t against cities and towers, of course, but the architecture itself wasn’t the issue that day; it was what was 
behind the city and tower. It was the wayward heart of humanity. The people wanted to build a city with a tower 
so high that they would make a name for themselves. Feel the arrogance of this statement. They stood in direct 
contrast to God’s promise to give Abram a great name in Genesis 12. But these people wanted to achieve greatness 
for themselves. Notice in the last line of verse 4 that they were acting directly against God’s good command to fill the 
earth by wanting to huddle together and build their own kingdom. 

• Worrying too much about grades, regularly posting selfies, and broken 
hearted over not making that team or getting into that college are all 
potential situations when we might be more concerned about our name than 
God’s. What are some additional examples?

• How might pursuing a bigger platform or a personal brand be the equivalent 
of trying to build our own kingdom? 

The true wickedness of sin doesn’t begin with an immoral act; it begins with the heart behind the act. That’s why the 
rebellion of Babel became a picture of mankind’s worst wickedness. It certainly didn’t look all that bad back on the 
plains of Shina. But the root was there—a persistent and powerful root called pride. It’s the heart that says, “I will,” 
instead of “God’s will.” When Satan was kicked out of heaven, it wasn’t because of sex or violence—it was because of 
pride (Isa. 14:13-14). Satan has always “followed his heart” and been “true to himself,” which is just another way of 
saying he lives by sin’s mantra: “By my will, in my strength, for my glory.”

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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99 Essential Doctrines (p. 40, DDG)

God’s Providence
Providence refers to God’s continuing work and involvement in His creation. This 
includes God’s preservation of the created order, His governance, and His care for 
His people (Gen. 8:21-22; Col. 1:17; Heb. 1:3). Christians believe entire universe is 
contingent upon God, incapable of existing apart from Him. Christians also believe in 
God’s personal and direct intervention in the world—instead of a hands-off approach 
to creation—which affects the natural order and the individuals and events within 
human history.

Genesis 11:1-4

11:3. Their sin was an attempt to reach for God, in its own warped way. That’s why the text says they wanted to 
build a tower “with its top in the sky” (11:4). The word for “sky” is the same word for heaven in Hebrew. They were 
trying to get back the belonging, security, and greatness they had in God. Even the name for this tower—Babel (or 
Babylon)—literally means “the Gate of God.” 

The problem of sin isn’t necessarily that we want belonging, security, or even greatness, but that we look for those 
qualities in the wrong places. We look to small things like fame or achievement to fill a God-sized void in our hearts. 
It’s no wonder we’re unsatisfied.

By my will, in my strength, for my glory in many ways could be the motto of our generation. Self-determination is 
prized in our society, and we look up to those who exude strength and power. But if that’s our attitude, the person in 
Scripture we most resemble is the devil. 

One way to help students understand sin is by looking at the middle letter of the word: I. Sin is the great “I” problem. 
It says, “I want” instead of considering what God wants. It says, “In my strength,” instead of relying on God’s. And 
it aims for “my glory and attention,” not God’s. By my will, in my strength, for my glory.

The question for us is “What’s in our hearts?” This isn’t a question of how “moral” or “religious” we are. The people 
building this tower may have believed they were incredibly religious. This is a question of what stands at the core of 
our hearts—God’s will or ours. People can do good things in life—great things—and be completely consumed by 
pride. Get good grades, by your will, in your strength, for your glory. Be successful, by your will, in your strength, 
for your glory. Be incredibly religious, by your will, in your strength, for your glory.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

Sin drives people to 
seek greatness for 

themselves instead of 
for God’s glory.
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Read Genesis 11:5-9.

God had to come down to see the humans’ grand initiative. In other words, this tower was only speck in comparison 
to God’s greatness. God didn’t judge the people in Shinar because He was threatened by their actions, but because 
He cared deeply about their hearts. He wanted to slow the spread of sin. Humanity’s unified language would have 
lead to further rebellion against God, if left unchecked. So God slowed them down by confusing their language and 
spoiling their plans. 

God is not threatened by our rebellion against Him, but that does not mean He will ignore our sin. God is jealous 
for His glory (Ex. 20:5; Deut. 4:24; Ps. 79:5) and He will not allow anything to distract from it. This is why God 
puts an end to every kingdom that is not His, one way or another.

• Why might it be better for our plans to fail rather than succeed without God?

We’re building something every day. And we’re tempted to build up our treasures in a way that communicates to the 
world that this is where we find our identity, our joy, and our life. The temptation to “make a name for ourselves” 
leads us to believe we are at the center of the universe, and we can accomplish salvation for ourselves. We can work 
our way up to the heavens; we can be like God, or so we think.

It’s good news that God causes idolatrous plans to fail. Time after time, the God who is committed to our good—the 
God who wants us to find our satisfaction in Him—will slowly strip away everything else in which we try to find joy. 
Perhaps you’ve spent years building a reputation that would reach to the heavens. What would it look like for God, 
in His mercy, to strip away some of the things you find security in?

• What personal successes have you experienced in life? Did you take all the 
credit for your success or did you glorify God? Explain.

Remarkably, the Apostle John saw a vision of heaven in which “a vast multitude from every nation, tribe, people, and 
language, which no one could number, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. … And they cried out in a 
loud voice: Salvation belongs to our God, who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Rev. 7:9–10)

There they are—the scattered nations of the earth, brought back together! But it’s the inverse of Babel. Instead of 
speaking one language, they are speaking many. Yet despite their many languages, they are united in proclaiming the 
glories of God’s strength, not their own.

• Why is God’s way of making our relationship with Him right again through 
Jesus a better way than trying to get to Him in our own strength and effort? 

TEACHING PLAN
His Story 

(p. 42, DDG)  Christ Connection

God confused the language of those who wanted to make a great name for 
themselves and scattered them. God tore down the language barrier at Pentecost 
so His people would scatter across the world and make known the great name of 
His Son. One day, God will gather together people from every tribe and language 
to worship Him in unity.
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Genesis 11:5-9. 

11:6-7. The text informs us that God put an end to the building of this tower by confusing the people’s language. He 
could have destroyed the tower, struck the builders with lightning, or caused a massive earthquake. Instead, He confused 
their languages so that their progress in this evil was stunted. 

But there’s an element of mercy in this act of judgment; it’s a theme we’ve seen again and again in Genesis. 

Lead students to turn to the following sections in their Bibles and discuss the recurring themes they observe. 

Genesis 3: Because Adam and Eve sinned, they were judged and banished from paradise. But was this action only 
judgment? No. You see, God could have annihilated Adam and Eve right then and there, but He showed them mercy 
instead. He sacrificed an animal in order to clothe them, and He promised that a Messiah would be born through 
the seed of Eve and would crush the head of the serpent. 

Genesis 4: When Cain killed Abel, Cain was judged and forced to wander. Even here God showed an element 
of mercy. When Cain expressed his fear of being killed in vengeance, God placed upon him a mark of protection.

Genesis 6–9: When the state of humanity was described as creating new evils with every thought and intent, 
God brought judgment through the flood. But it wasn’t just judgment; He saved a remnant of humanity in the ark.

God continues to show mercy to His children even today. God disciplines us when we sin, but the discipline is good 
because it is what proves we are His (Heb. 12:5-11). The discipline is merciful because it produces the fruit of peace 
and righteousness, even if it isn’t enjoyable at the time.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

Sin drives people to 
seek greatness for 

themselves instead of 
for God’s glory.

(p. 42, DDG)  Christ Connection

God confused the language of those who wanted to make a great name for 
themselves and scattered them. God tore down the language barrier at Pentecost 
so His people would scatter across the world and make known the great name of 
His Son. One day, God will gather together people from every tribe and language 
to worship Him in unity.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

Where are there “broken towers” in your life?  

What would change if you began to see these areas of disappointment and pain as 
God’s merciful attempts to draw you back to Him? 

Heart

What are some similarities between the people of Genesis 11 and the fall of Adam 
and Eve in Genesis 3?

Where in your life are you most tempted to live according to the motto, “By my will, 
in my strength, for my glory”?

Hands

What opportunities has God given me in my neighborhood, school, community, and 
beyond to make God’s name great and proclaim His kingdom?

What steps will I take this week to do that? 

Our Mission 
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Head

Many of us seem to think that the Tower of Babel story ends with God destroying the tower. But it doesn’t. God left 
the tower there, and that’s incredibly significant. Even after causing the people’s plans to fail, God left the Tower of 
Babel to gradually decay and stand as a monument to human rebellion, a warning about the final destination of sin.

God often does that for us: He frustrates our sinful plans, but instead of crushing those plans completely, He’ll leave 
the broken towers there. We’d rather Him clean up the mess so we don’t have to see it anymore. But He leaves it so 
we’ll remember His grace and our inability find joy, meaning, and purpose apart from Him.

Heart

The story of the Tower of Babel is like looking into a mirror—the pride we see is all too familiar. Pride shows itself at 
work in our lives in many forms and fashions. C. S. Lewis said envy is the tell-tale sign of walking in pride. Pride is, 
he says, in its very nature, competitive. For pride, it doesn’t matter that I’m smart; I just have to be smarter than you. 
Pride doesn’t care if I’m moral; I just have to be more moral than you. This is why proud people always get annoyed 
when they meet other proud people. Their pride is threatening yours! Sin will cause us to drift toward the motto: by 
my will, in my strength, for my glory. That might sound like bad news, but we can’t apply the remedy until we admit 
we’re plagued with the disease. 

Hands

The human heart is made to build. The only question is what we build. Will we build towers to our own strength 
and might, monuments to ourselves? As we saw in Genesis 11, those towers will inevitably disappoint. Or, instead of 
building those self-centered towers, will we allow God to build a tower through us, a structure of eternal significance? 
A gospel tower that brings Him glory through the work of His Son and a tower that the church is called to proclaim 
to the nations?

At any one moment in our lives, we are working on one of these two towers. We are pursuing God’s will or our own, 
His mission or ours. We are hoarding possessions as ours, or we gratefully leverage them as God’s stewards. We accept 
all the praise that comes our way, or we deflect it toward the God who gave us everything. One day, God will gather 
His people who are scattered around the world to worship Him together. What tower are we building as we wait for 
that day? 

Main Point:
Sin drives people to 

seek greatness for 
themselves instead of 

for God’s glory.
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6 One day the sons of God came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan also came with them. 7 The 
Lord asked Satan, “Where have you come from?”
“From roaming through the earth,” Satan answered 
him, “and walking around on it.” 8 Then the Lord 
said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? 
No one else on earth is like him, a man of perfect 
integrity, who fears God and turns away from evil.” 
9 Satan answered the Lord, “Does Job fear God for 
nothing? 10 Haven’t you placed a hedge around him, 
his household, and everything he owns? You have 
blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have 
increased in the land. 11 But stretch out your hand 
and strike everything he owns, and he will surely curse 
you to your face.” 
12 “Very well,” the Lord told Satan, “everything he 
owns is in your power. However, do not lay a hand 
on Job himself.” So Satan left the Lord’s presence. … 

20 Then Job stood up, tore his robe, and shaved his 
head. He fell to the ground and worshiped, 21 saying: 
Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I 
will leave this life. The Lord gives, and the Lord takes 
away. Blessed be the name of the Lord. 22 Throughout 
all this Job did not sin or blame God for anything. … 
14 How then can I answer him or choose my arguments 
against him? 15 Even if I were in the right, I could not 
answer. I could only beg my Judge for mercy. 16 If I 
summoned him and he answered me, I do not believe 
he would pay attention to what I said.… 32 For he 
is not a man like me, that I can answer him, that we 
can take each other to court. 33 There is no mediator 
between us, to lay his hand on both of us. 34 Let him 
take his rod away from me so his terror will no longer 
frighten me. 35 Then I would speak and not fear him. 
But that is not the case; I am on my own.

Scripture

Job 1:6-12,20-22; 
9:14-16,32-35

Unit .01

Session .06

Suffering 
and God’s 
Presence
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Intro Options
Main Point:

God draws near 
to comfort us 

when we suffer.

Option 1

Provide paper for each student. Instruct students to write about a time they experienced suffering in their 
lives. Tell them to describe the experience and any questions they had concerning God. After allowing 
a few minutes for this, ask students to take a minute and think about how the situation affected them 
long term. Are there things they see now that they couldn’t see in the moment? In the same way, when 
Job reached the end of His trial, He was able to see that God’s plan and purpose would prevail no matter 
the circumstances in His life. But, in the moment, he asked God some tough questions—much like the 
ones you and I might ask in difficult situations. We don’t have the benefit of seeing the big picture, but 
God does. And we have to trust that He is greater than we ever thought, and His goodness is deeper than 
we ever imagined.

• What do you think it means to see the “big picture” when it comes 
to suffering?

• Is it possible to try to step back and see our suffering from God’s 
perspective? Why or why not?

 

Option 2

Place students in groups and ask them to describe two situations. One should be a scene in a movie or 
book where they “directed” the character toward a particular decision. The other should be a situation 
experienced by someone they know, where they had the “outside” perspective and were able to offer 
advice. Allow the groups to share one example of each. Then ask:

• Why do you think it was so easy to see the right path/decision in 
each of these movies/books/situations?

We know what steps we need to take, but in reality, we can only take one step at a time. We’re able to 
see more of the situation when we aren’t stuck in it. Still, only God has the full picture of our lives. God 
knows all He has planned for us; we just have to trust Him and follow.

Unit .01

Session .06

Suffering 
and God’s 
Presence
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The idea of Job’s story dating back to some of the earliest moments of history is fascinating. Understanding where 
Job fits into the Bible’s story is helpful, but it is comforting to know that, from the earliest days of the human race, 
we have wrestled with the idea of suffering. 

Read Job 1:6-12,20-22.

Consider how God described Job. Job’s faith in God had deeply matured his character. So, when Satan came in from 
roaming around—mostly likely to see what distress he could cause humanity—God was the one to point out Job’s 
faithfulness. God brought Job to Satan’s attention, not the other way around!

Satan’s response was to claim Job was only faithful to God because God had been faithful to Job. If God were to 
withhold blessing from Job, Satan countered, he would curse God for His apparent faithlessness. 

Notice two things when God responded to Satan. First, Satan—the great adversary—knows he cannot act without 
God’s permission. This is not even up for debate, and Satan—who would like nothing more than to undermine God 
anyway he can—did not even argue the point. Second, when God does permit Satan to act, His permission comes 
with limitations. Satan did not have authority to touch Job. (Later Satan would be allowed to touch Job, but not 
take his life.) 

• Does it encourage you to know Satan cannot do anything apart from God’s 
divine permission? Why or why not?

Take a close look at Job’s response to the suffering he experienced; it was not anger but faithful worship. Job recognized 
life and all of its good gifts originate in God. All the good things Job had leading up to that day were because of 
God’s kind and gracious provision. The same Lord who had authority to give him what he had also maintained the 
authority to take it away. Knowing this, Job chose to trust.

• When something goes wrong, what is your immediate reaction? 

• What does our response to suffering reveal to others about our faith in God? 

But we cannot overlook our pain and walk through our suffering with platitudes and plastic smiles. The pain we face 
is real, and we should be real about it as well. This is what Job did. He wept and mourned, even as he maintained his 
faith in God during his suffering. He did not hide his pain or run from it. He lived in it. Pain and faithfulness are 
not mutually exclusive.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  50



99 Essential Doctrines (p.48, DDG)

God is Immanent
When we say that God is immanent, we mean that God is personable and relatable to 
those made in His image, while remaining completely distinct and unique from all of 
His creation. It means that God is not a distant deity (as imagined by the deist) who 
only sits on His heavenly throne with no interaction, but instead, He is a personal God 
who created people in His image to be in personal relationship with Him.

Job 2

When Satan’s first attempt to cause Job to curse God by taking his family and possessions from him failed, God granted 
permission for Satan to try again—this time with permission to inflict great physical pain on Job (2:4-6). Even when Job’s 
wife called on him to curse God and die, Job did not sin (2:9-10).

This is when Job’s three friends—Eliphaz, Zophar, and Bildad—wandered onto the scene. After sitting with Job for a 
week saying nothing (2:13), Job broke the silence. The bulk of the Book of Job is a record of the lengthy conversation 
between the four men. The three friends’ basic position was that Job must have done something wrong to deserve 
this great suffering and needed to repent. Job countered that he had done nothing wrong; these things had to be one 
enormous mistake or misunderstanding. 

Job’s friends’ error stemmed from their incomplete view of suffering. They viewed suffering as the direct result of sin 
and blessing as the direct result of living rightly. So, they thought God punished those who did evil and rewarded 
those who did good. 

Suffering can result from sin (consider the drunk driver who crashes his car and injures himself, having to walk with 
a limp for the rest of his life); it is too simplistic to say suffering always comes from wrongdoing. Not only does 
suffering come from living in a fallen world, but suffering can also come from standing up for the gospel—a good 
thing indeed! In essence, Job’s friends’ thinking was small—they couldn’t imagine how suffering might be used in a 
good way, to bring Job closer to the grace and mercy of God. 

God wants us to have a better perspective. He wants us to think well about who He is and how He operates as the 
sovereign Ruler. For Job, this meant remembering the exalted nature of God in His fullness. Job was constantly 
pressing toward God’s rule from the heavens. And, he was right to. God rules over creation from His throne in heaven.

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God draws near 
to comfort us 

when we suffer.
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Read Job 9:14-16,32-35.

Even though Job initially responded in worship, the more he lived in his pain the more he missed and longed for the 
presence of God to make sense of his circumstances. 

• Do you think understanding the reasons behind a particular time of suffering 
would help?

The text describes Job as being in such pain that he was ready to take God to court to plead his case. If only he were 
able to do that—to have a mediator who had God’s ear, someone to bridge the impassable gap between the two of 
them—then, this misunderstanding could be cleared up and the pain would stop. But in resignation, Job declared, 
“I am on my own” (v. 35).

But God did not abandon Job. God was not distant. God was listening. For Job, the truth was contradictory to 
human experience. God felt far from Job, although God was still near to Him. God would eventually prove His 
presence to Job when He revealed Himself in great power. In time, there would be no doubt that God had not 
abandoned Job, just like He has not abandoned us in our time of need. We may lose our reputation, our health, or 
even the life of someone we love, but none of these realities change God’s presence for His people. We know this 
because God would indeed answer Job’s cry for a mediator in Christ. Jesus is our great Mediator who intercedes on 
our behalf and brought us to the Father through His suffering. And through the gift of the Holy Spirit, God walks 
with us in our suffering today.

• What are some ways God has come near to you during your suffering?

• How encouraging is it to know God is not distant and detached from our 
suffering, but has suffered on our behalf in order to bring us to Himself? 

Read Job 42:1-6.

Job’s last words before the end of this book of the Bible are in chapter 31. Before chapter 31, God spoke extensively, 
from a whirlwind, with only a brief few lines from Job in 40:3-5. God’s words to Job seem rather raw, especially to 
a man who was suffering so greatly. In essence, the Creator invited Job to test the depth of human understanding 
against His own. Time and time again, God asked if Job had the depth of knowledge to understand the mysteries of 
creation and the created order. 

Job remained silent throughout God’s speech. Job was humbled before his Maker. Job was reminded of God’s 
sovereignty and divine presence over the world, which is precisely what Job’s heart needed. Though God’s words may 
have initially stung, they were the path to reassuring Job of what he needed to remember most—especially when 
the world seemed to be falling apart around him. God is present. God is active. God is faithful. Job didn’t need an 
explanation from God in his time of suffering; he needed God Himself.

• How has the story of Job connected with you on a personal level?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 

(p. 50, DDG)  Christ Connection

Job wanted a mediator when he suffered—someone to bring him and God 
together. We know there is one who stands between God and man and pleads for 
us as a man pleads for his friends. Jesus Christ is that man; He is that friend. He 
said there is no greater love than to give up your life for your friend (John 15:13).
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Job 42:1-6.

God’s message and presence demanded a response from Job. Job begged for a personal encounter with the Lord and 
it had happened. What was he supposed to do next?

First, Job acknowledged God’s sovereignty. His initial words were, “I know that you can do anything and no plan 
of yours can be thwarted” (42:2). Rather than dwelling an answer for his grief, Job to focused on God’s authority 
instead. An amazing turn took place in Job’s heart. He moved from demanding an answer about earthly things to 
acknowledging God’s control over eternal things.

Humility was the second component to Job’s response. His speeches were an overreach on every account. The 
personal demands for the God of the universe to give an accounting to a mere mortal were too much. Rather than 
shake his fist at God or demand some answer, Job humbled his heart. He admitted he spoke about things that he 
didn’t understand (Job 42:3). Our reply to suffering is often based in the emotion of the moment. We feel loss so we 
want someone to restore. We feel pain so we want someone to offer relief. We feel slighted so we want someone to 
bring justice. Job discovered that all he needed was to be silent before the God of the universe. The presence of the 
Creator filled every void suffering had brought into his life. This is what Job needed most and what we need as well. 

In the end, God used Job’s suffering to draw him closer to Himself. We cannot miss this: Job did not draw closer to 
God despite his pain; he drew closer to God through his pain. The same is true for us. Jesus has told us that we will 
be persecuted—we will endure hardship and suffer—for Him (Matt. 10:22). And it is this very adversity that will 
draw us closer to Him as we identify with Him through our suffering (Col. 1:24). There is beauty alongside the pain 
in our suffering for this reason: It brings us closer to our Savior. When we experience God’s presence in the midst of 
severe pain, it is a faith-expanding adventure. 

COMMENTARY
Main Point:

God draws near 
to comfort us 

when we suffer.

(p. 50, DDG)  Christ Connection

Job wanted a mediator when he suffered—someone to bring him and God 
together. We know there is one who stands between God and man and pleads for 
us as a man pleads for his friends. Jesus Christ is that man; He is that friend. He 
said there is no greater love than to give up your life for your friend (John 15:13).
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

How encouraging is it to know that God is near and present even when your feelings 
deceive you into thinking He is not? 

Think back to a season of suffering in your own life. Did God use that suffering to 
lead you into a different kind of relationship with Him? Explain.

Heart

List some ways you have typically responded to suffering in your own life. How does 
Job’s response challenge you personally?

How would you explain to someone that God Himself—and not the absence of 
suffering—is what we truly need and want in life? 

Hands

What are some differences between the way a Christian and non-Christian might 
respond to suffering?

How can you make much of God this week, especially during those moments of 
personal difficulty and suffering?

Our Mission 
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Head

Several consequences can result from an incorrect view of suffering. When we look at suffering the way Job’s friends 
did (see Commentary), we diminish God’s authority to that of a traffic cop in the sky, hitting people with costly 
tickets when they mess up. There are also people who treat God like a sanctified Santa Claus who is the jolly rewarder 
to good boys and girls. Of course, that also means coal and switches in the stockings of the bad kids.

Jesus’ disciples also struggled with the proper view of suffering as evidenced with their encounter with the man who 
was born blind in John 9. When they saw this man, they asked Jesus who sinned, the man or his parents. Their logic 
was that the man’s blindness was punishment for sin, and since the man was born blind, that meant either he sinned 
in the womb or he was faced punishment for his parents’ sins. Neither answer was satisfying. But Jesus responded 
that the man’s blindness was not because of sin, but was given for God’s glory to be shown (John 9:3). Like Job, God 
did not abandon this man. God was right there with them bringing about His glory through their adversity.

Heart

Job’s reaction to his suffering is a lesson to all of us on how we are to view God’s gifts and God as the giver of those 
gifts. For many, loss can reveal that our hearts were more in love with a thing or person than the One who gave it to 
us. When loss or suffering strikes, it has a way of showing us whether or not God is the greatest treasure of our hearts. 
While we should be grateful for God’s gifts, we should also be mindful that the greatest gift God could give us is not 
found in any earthly possession or relationship, but is the gift of God Himself. 

Hands

As with Job, our suffering has a way of communicating our character and beliefs to those around us. We can live in 
our pain without having to pretend it away while at the same time having a deep resolve to rest in the sovereignty 
and goodness of God. We can face our pain and suffering in the knowledge that the Lord is better than any gifts He 
has given, and He draws near to the brokenhearted. When people see Christians respond in ways like this, they take 
notice that responses like these are different from what is often seen in the world. Most worldly responses focus on 
the individuals sufferer and ends in despair, but the Christian perspective looks to our good and sovereign God who 
has suffered alongside of us in the sacrifice of His Son and will one day correct every wrong when He remakes all 
things new. 

Main Point:
God draws near 

to comfort us 
when we suffer.
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